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ARE WE ... STUPID CHRISTIANS? 

The title of this blog is meant to be provocative. But, sometimes I am a little too blunt, so maybe 
I should change the title and call it simply: Are We ... Ignorant Christians?.  
 
So, what is an ignorant Christian? He or she is someone who does not really know what they 
believe or why, and cannot explain their beliefs to non-believers. I believe that an ignorant 
Christian is a contradiction in terms, according to the Bible. So, the question is: Are we a living 
contraction? Are we ignorant? 
 
Here are a few symptoms of this ignorance in the form of questions: Do you know what the 
Bible teaches about the atonement? About creation, about human beings as the image of God, 
about the intellectual, psychological, and social impacts of sin? Common grace, general 
revelation or worldview? Can you explain the inerrancy and inspiration of scripture? What does 
the Bible teach about suffering, death, and evil? About idolatry, heaven, and judgment -- just to 
name a few? 
 

The United Negro College fund has a motto, "A mind is a terrible thing to waste." Modern 
American Christianity has a different perspective on that. We just believe a mind is a 
terrible thing. We talk about "head knowledge" as though it were a disease to be 
cured...Because everybody knows that is you want to love God you have to be ignorant. 

 (Voddie Baucham) 
 

First, saving faith in Jesus Christ requires us to know certain facts, such as, who He is and why 
we should trust in Him. Romans 10:9 says: "If you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord 
and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved." This simple 
proclamation of the Gospel assumes that we know: what confession means, who Jesus is, what 
being the Lord is all about, what belief is, what "in your heart" signifies, the importance of  
resurrection, and what salvation is and why we need it. Becoming a Christian requires not just 
faith (assensus) and trust (fiducia), but also something called notia (knowledge), which is the 
affirmation of certain important facts. So, even to begin the Christian life means that believers 
cannot be ignorant.  
 
Second, human beings are created in the image of God. This means is that we are able to think 
and learn. God made us curious and gave us intellectual capacity. That's why civilization 
develops and knowledge grows. This is a reason why we invest many years, and sometimes a 
lot of money, to get a university degree. Why? So that we can qualify for a job that earns more 
money, which buys us a better lifestyle. That's fine. But, why is it wise to obtain a university 
degree in order to succeed in this world, but it is acceptable for Christians to be ignorant? To put 
it another way, we seek university education to prosper in this life, but we do not seek even a 
primary school education for biblical-theological knowledge that is profitable in both this world 
and the next. 
 
Third, the Bible says that part of worship involves the development and use of our minds. Jesus 
said in Mark 12:30, "You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul 
and with all your mind and with all your strength." "Mind" refers to our mental capacities. Some 
of us are brilliant, some of us are not. Some of us are good in math, others not. Some learn 
languages easily, some do not. Some are talented in music, others are not. So, on the one 
hand, whatever our gifts are, part of our love for God is expressed through their development 
and use. But, the greatest use of our intellectual ability is knowing God's revelation. We should 
know in Whom we believe and why. We should understand our key doctrines. Listen to 



2 
 

Hebrews 6:1-2, "Let us leave the elementary doctrine of Christ and go on to maturity, not laying 
again a foundation of repentance from dead works and of faith toward God, and of instruction 
about washings, the laying on of hands, the resurrection of the dead, and eternal judgment." 
Part of spiritual maturity is growing in the knowledge and wisdom of God. Are you growing or 
are you still a toddler? Are you erecting a building or still laying the foundation? 
 
Fourth, consider this passage in Second Corinthians 10:5, "We destroy arguments and every 
lofty opinion raised against the knowledge of God, and take every thought captive to obey 
Christ." What did Paul destroy? Opinions and every proud worldview opposed to the Gospel. 
And, how did he do that? With persuasive counter arguments empowered by the Holy Spirit. 
Without words and ideas truth cannot be communicated and conversion will not take place, and 
spiritual battles will not be won.  
 
Finally, we should ask ourselves: what are the implications of biblical and theological ignorance 
for the mission of the church within a secular society, such as Buenos Aires? For example, we 
ought to reach out to university students and thought leaders with the intellectual challenge of 
the Gospel. But, how can we do that if we do not know what we believe and why or what they 
believe and why? How can we communicate the biblical worldview clearly to intelligent and 
educated persons if we do not have intelligent and educated ideas? 
 
The lesson here for you and me is simple. God will use whatever intellectual ability and 
knowledge we have. He is not asking us to become intellectual or rhetorical giants. He is only 
asking us to develop our individual potential -- and use it. The only real qualification is our 

availability and self-discipline to study and prepare (1 Pet 3:15). 
 
If we are honest, though, sometimes we prefer to be naive and unaware. We prefer our 
Christian bubble and spiritual marketplace. We allow ourselves to be distracted by the demands 
of our culture. We surrender to the trivial and negative. But, it ought not to be this way. We 
ought to care about what we think and why. We ought to care about what non-believers think 
and why. We should love God with our minds. We should not be ignorant. Rather, we should be 
like the Sons of Issachar, "men who had understanding of the times, to know what Israel ought 
to do." (1 Chronicles 12:32) 
 
 


