
Common Grace: God's Everlasting Witness 
Theologian John Murray asked: "How is it that this sin-cursed world enjoys so much favour and 
kindness at the hand of its holy and ever-blessed Creator?”1 Another way to express the same 
thought is: “Why do good things happen to bad people?” Louis Berkof asked: 
  

How can we explain the comparatively orderly life in this world, seeing that the whole world 
lies under the curse of sin? How is it that the earth yields precious fruit in abundance and 
does not simply bring forth thorns and thistles? How can we account for it that sinful man still 
retains some knowledge of God, of natural things, and of the difference between good and 
evil, and shows some regard for virtue and good behavior? What explanation can be given 
of the special gifts and talents with which natural man is endowed, and of the development 
of science and art by those who are entirely devoid of the new life that is in Christ Jesus? 
How can we explain the religious aspirations of men everywhere, even of those who did not 
come in touch with the Christian religion? How can the unregenerate still speak the truth, do 
good to others, and lead outwardly virtuous lives?2 

 
The answer to these questions is common grace. Common grace refers to the mercy of God 
that is either common to all humankind, or common to everyone, whether or not they are 
believers, atheists, or idolaters. It is universal because its benefits are experienced by the whole 
human race without distinction between one person and another. It is grace because it is 
undeserved and sovereignly given by God (despite the fact that humans are hostile to God and 
to one another). Berkof wrote:  
 
 “[Common grace] limits the destructive power of sin, maintains in a measure the moral 
 order of the universe, thus making an orderly life possible, distributes in varying degrees 
 gifts and talents among men, promotes the development of science and art, and 
 showers untold blessings upon the children of men.”3  
 
So, on the one hand, common grace in culture restrains what evils are possible and allows 
God's redemptive plan to unfold. We are not often as bad as we can be, though there are 
certainly exceptions. And, on the other hand, we sometimes do much better than expected. For 
example in the economic realm, due to common grace, we sometimes witness extraordinary 
deeds of beneficence, stewardship, and economic justice. Sometimes, the wealthy share their 
resources with amazing abundance and creativity. Sometimes, armed forces refrain from pillage 
and plunder, and nations from colonial exploitation. Sometimes, states enact sustainable 
policies which protect and care for the needy, as well as the environment. 
 
In the physical realm common grace means that the earth not only produces “thorns and 
weeds,” but beautiful flowers, sunsets, and displays of natural beauty. In the intellectual realm 
we can grasp truth and grow in knowledge. We can develop new technologies and resolve 
complex problems. In the moral realm we have a conscience, a sense of right and wrong. We 
can establish laws and policies which restrain falsehood and injustice. In the creative realm 
humans produce beautiful things in art, music, architecture. And, in the societal realm mankind 
creates social organizations and structures to deter evil and promote the common good, such 
as government, schools, and civil society organizations. 
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Because of God's common grace and because humans are made in the image of God, 
therefore, the biblical worldview acknowledges goodness in the world despite evil. Creation and 
cultures are full of this preserving, beautifying grace of God, Christians should always be looking 
for “God’s footprints” in this "present evil age" (Gal 1:4) in order to thank and honor Him. 
Matthew 5:45 says that "God causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on 
the righteous and the unrighteous." Acts 14:17 affirms that God always leaves His "witness" in 
the world: "For he did good by giving you rains from heaven and fruitful seasons, satisfying your 
hearts with food and gladness.” Acts 17:25-28 declares that God "gives all men life and breath 
and everything else." And, Paul wrote that God "richly provides us with everything to enjoy" 
(1Tim 8:18).  

So, I am learning to look at our fallen world through the lens of common grace. I am learning, 
also, that I should thank God for the blessings I presume and enjoy all the time. For example, on 
a very hot day I thank God for those who developed air conditioning. Even more, I wonder if we 
praise God for penicillin, novocaine, or aspirin? Do we rejoice in God's common grace while 
listening to a great performance, reading an inspiring novel, or watching a creative movie? (Not 
to mention the technology that makes these possible.) Do we worship God for the wisdom and 
integrity of business, political, and social leaders? Do we thank God that our society provides an 
acceptable measure of security, stability, and prosperity (much greater than many other 
countries)? Have we rejoiced at the pleasures of food, dress, music, and customs that our 
cultures produce? Do we thank God for the provisions of electricity, roads, buses, and 
airplanes? (Not to mention, as well, cell phones, TV's, microwaves, iPad's, etc., etc.) Have we 
read Psalm 104, for instance, and marvelled at how God maintains the natural world and 
provides the "grass for the cows to eat" (v. 14)? We truly live in a bountiful world and during an 
abundant time in human history. Thank God. 
 
Common grace is God's preserving and beautifying mercy for a fallen world. Despite the decay, 
degradation, and death of the "present evil age" (Gal 4:1), God maintains His creation while His 
redemptive plan unfolds. 
.  
Common grace is God's witness to Himself and that is something to ponder deeply. 
 

 

 

 


