
HEAVEN IS GOD'S "GRAND DESIGN" 
 

Jonathan Edwards, a North American theologian, preached about God’s eternal plan in a series of 
sermons called the "History of Redemption" between March and September, 1739. He told his 
congregation he wanted to explain from Scripture God's "grand design" in history, so that "this 
great affair of redemption may not appear like confusion to you." It was important to know God's 
plan, he affirmed, so that they would be "made capable of actively falling in with that design and 
promoting it." His conviction was that anyone at any point of history can be assured about who they 
are, where they came from, where they are, where they are going, and what they are supposed to 
do within the biblical worldview. When we learn how God includes our individual stories within His 
great plan, we gain confidence and hope, significance and purpose. This blog summarizes three 
aspects of God’s “grand design” in creation. 
 
“Like Eden” 
God intends to restore and expand His sanctuary to the “ends of the earth” -- “like Eden.” For 
example, in the Old Testament the promised land (Canaan) was pictured as a potential new 
Eden, a sacred precinct in the midst of vast profane territory. Like Eden, which was a “good 
land” blessed by God (Gen 1:10,12), Canaan was a “good land” promised to the Hebrew tribes 
by their redeemer (Exod 3:8, Deut 1:25; Jos 23:13,15,16). Israel was called the “garden of 
Eden,” “garden of the Lord,” “garden of his delight,” or a “well-watered garden.” Like Eden, 
Canaan was a land of “milk and honey,” where labor produced more than “thorns and thistles” 
or frustration and privation. It was a place of peace and plenty where everyone could “eat and 
be satisfied” (Deut 11:15; Ps 22:26; 104:28; Isa 66:11-13). And, like Eden, it was meant to be a 
land of prosperity where all enjoy the bounty of God and “lived in safety, each man under his 
own vine and fig tree” (1Kings 4:25).  
 
Paradise Restored 
Looking farther ahead, the prophets foresaw cosmic renewal and reversal -- of nature, human 
relations, and mankind’s relationship with God -- in edenic terms. Isaiah envisioned a future 
paradise where “the wolf shall dwell with the lamb,” because “the earth shall be full of the 
knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea” (7:6, 9). Similarly, chapter 28 foresaw a 
environment free of suffering: “He will swallow up death forever; and the Lord GOD will wipe 
away tears from all faces, and the reproach of his people he will take away from all the earth” (v.  
8). Further, at that time abundance will appear for “all peoples”: “a feast of rich food, a feast of 
well-aged wine, of rich food full of marrow, of aged wine well refined” (v.  6). Isaiah 65 
prophesied a re-creation, a “new heavens and a new earth” in edenic terms in which “the former 
things shall not be remembered or come into mind” (v. 17b). In the “new earth” prosperity and 
security will appear again: “They shall build houses and inhabit them; they shall plant vineyards 
and eat their fruit…and my chosen shall long enjoy the work of their hands” (vs. 17-22). So, 
also, chapter 66 announced a future abundance and wholeness: “I will extend peace to her like 
a river, and the glory of the nations like an overflowing stream” (v. 12). God, Himself, will 
console His people, as a “mother comforts.” He promised: “You shall see, and your heart shall 
rejoice; your bones shall flourish like the grass” (vs. 12-14). 
 
 “A Better Country -- A Heavenly One”  
The New Testament adopts and develops these themes. Using language from Isaiah, for 
example, 2 Peter described the New Testament vision for “the ends of the earth”: “According to 
his promise we are waiting for new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells” 
(3:13). The author of Hebrews wrote: “Instead, they were longing for a better country -- a 
heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared a city 
for them” (11:16). Likewise Hebrews 12:22 declares: “But you have come to Mount  Zion, to the 



heavenly Jerusalem, the city of the living God. You have come to thousands upon thousands of 
angels in joyful assembly.” Paul wrote: “But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a 
Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ” (Phil 3:20).  
 
In the book of Revelation John described Eden restored and extended throughout the earth. 
With themes and language drawn from the Old Testament the book of Revelation describes “a 
new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away” (21:1). 
John heard: “Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they 
will be his people, and God himself will be with them as their God” (v. 3). When this takes place, 
God “will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there 
be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away” (v. 4). 
Eternal life will be the inheritance of “the one who conquers” (v. 7), as well as everlasting 
sonship (v. 7; 22:2). There will be plenty and beauty, because the “glory and the honor of the 
nations“ (21:26) will be brought to the sanctuary, as well as “twelve kinds of fruit” from the “tree 
of life” (22:2). Most important, God’s people will worship God at His throne (22:3) and “they will 
see his face” (v. 4) forever.  
 
Thus, as Christians we can affirm with great joy and boldness that God's eternal mission, His 
"grand design," is indeed good news! Eternal Eden awaits us. Even more -- and even now -- we 
participate in God's cosmic reclamation of fallen creation. The Gospel restores the community of 
mankind to God and re-establishes paradise as the eternal tabernacle of God on earth. The 
good news about Jesus Christ brings us home to heaven, so that in everything God is glorified.  
 


