
 
 

“He Who Is Wise Wins Souls” (#2) 
 
The Bible says that we need wisdom to capture souls for Jesus Christ (Prov 11:30b).  
 
Why? Because sin is complex and Satan is strong. The sinner’s heart is a labyrinth of self-deception, 
rebellion, pride, ignorance, hostility, pain, idolatry, and confusion.  
 
Wisdom is the ability to discern what really matters, to see reality from the Bible’s point of view, and to 
know how to respond or proceed accordingly. With the guidance of the Holy Spirit, the wise Christian 
discerns a pathway through the obstacles and foolishness of the unbeliever’s heart for the sake of the 
Gospel. 
 
Within the last few years several autobiographies have been published by converts to the Christian faith 
that illustrate the necessity of wisdom in evangelism – and apologetics. Here is an example from Holly 
Ordway’s story, Not God’s Type: An Atheist Academic Lays Down Her Arms. Ordway described her 
perspective of faith and Christianity in this way: 
 
 My problem could not be solved by hearing a preacher assert that Jesus loved me and wanted to 
 save me. I didn’t believe in God to begin with and I assumed that the Bible was a collection of 
 folktales and myths, like the stories I read of Zeus and Thor, Cinderella and Sleeping Beauty, not 
 so interesting. Why should I bother to read the Bible, much less take seriously what it said about 
 Jesus? I certainly didn’t think that an imaginary God could have a real Son. Since I didn’t believe 
 in an immortal soul, I wasn’t in the least interested in its purported destination after I died. No 
 God, no afterlife, no hell…no reason to discuss the matter further. 
 
What did she believe? 
 
 I was the product of blind chance working over millions of years. I was a member of a species 
 that happened to be more intelligent than other mammals but humans were not that unique. I 
 thought I was a social creature because that was how humans evolved. The language that I 
 delighted in using was just a tool that humans had developed along the way. 
 
Based upon her naturalistic worldview, she was not attracted to the Christian faith. It made no sense to 
her at all. She felt quite secure and confident in her atheism -- until she began a relationship with her 
fencing coach and his wife, who were Christians. 
 
Ordway describes Josh as someone who violated her negative stereotype of Christians. His character 
was very appealing and disarming, for he was “genuine,” “caring,” and “gentle.” She said: “There was 
something different about him…a kind of peace I had never seen before.” He and his wife, Heidi, 
manifested “joyfulness.” They did not “reproach” her for atheism and they did not “foist religious 
pamphlets” on her. They did not try to have an “important conversation” with her about “how to be saved.” 
Ordway wrote: “Josh was not trying to sell me on anything.” Most importantly, he cared about her “not as 
a potential convert, but as me, a unique individual, and he always treated me with respect.” Josh, she 
reported, became her spiritual “guide” and helped her advance in her spiritual odyssey to acknowledge 
her Creator as Lord. 
 
Ordway realized that Josh and Heidi were articulate and intelligent. She discovered that they shared a 
love for C. S. Lewis’s Chronicles Of Narnia, which served as common ground for discussion. When they 
met for the first time to talk, Josh and Heidi did not quote Bible verses or provide their testimony. They did 
promote Christianity based on her desire for personal peace or happiness. Instead, they made her feel 
“safe,” secure enough to open her heart and express her questions. They talked often about God as the 
First Cause and about the source of morality.  
 
Josh, she said, “knew what he was talking about” and “whenever I challenged a point, he had solid 
information and clear reasoning to back it up.” He answered her real questions, not the inquiries 



 
 

evangelicals often prefer (like, “How can I be saved?”). Rather, she wanted to discuss ethical issues and 
she sought clarification about the reality of God.  
 
Josh “answered her questions” and shared insights from various cosmological arguments for the 
existence of God. But, he also asked a lot of questions, some of which she could not answer. He 
challenged her, gently, to reassess her assumptions and urged her to think through the implausibility of 
moral norms derived from atheism. At one point he said to her: 
 
 Why do we have a God-shaped hole in our beings? We long for eternity in a finite world. We long 
 for purpose, but life seems ultimately purposeless. We seem so incomplete. The theist says that 
 God created us so that we could be completed in him. The atheist says that we create “god” to fill 
 the hole that was an unintended by-product of our evolution. What both sides agree on is that 
 we have a hole, an unfulfilled desire. 
 
And so, their conversation continued for quite some time, until she became a follower of Christ.  
 
Ordway’s story and the wisdom manifested by Josh and Heidi help us to think about evangelism and 
apologetics. Here are a few questions to ponder: 
 
 Do we possess the wisdom, character, and knowledge to be effective evangelists like Josh and 
 Heidi? 
 
 Do we project or deconstruct the popular stereotypes of evangelicals? 
 
 Are we willing and able to relate to uninterested or hostile unbelievers?  
 
 Are we wise enough to serve as spiritual guides and patient enough to build a relationship for the 
 long term? 

 


