
 
 

“He Who Is Wise Wins Souls” 
Richard L. Smith, PhD 

 
The Bible says that we need wisdom to capture souls for Jesus Christ (Prov11:30b).  
 
Why? Because sin is complex and Satan is strong. The sinner’s heart is a labyrinth of self-deception, 
rebellion, pride, ignorance, hostility, pain, idolatry, and confusion. Paul wrote: “The god of this world has 
blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of 
Christ, who is the image of God” (2Cor 4:4). Paul also declared: “The natural person does not accept the 
things of the Spirit of God, for they are folly to him, and he is not able to understand them because they 
are spiritually discerned” (1Cor 2:14). 
 
Why do we need wisdom? Wisdom is the ability to discern what really matters, to see reality from the 
Bible’s point of view, and to know how to respond or proceed accordingly. With the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit, the wise person discerns a pathway through the obstacles and foolishness of the unbeliever’s heart 
for the sake of the Gospel. 
 
Our supreme example, of course, is Jesus Christ. He was a “friend” of sinners (Luke 7:34) and He knew 
how to creatively and convincingly engage everyone He encountered. He modeled wisdom in the ways 
He loved and challenged sinners. He embodied the character that is necessary for clear and effective 
communication of the truth. He was also extremely knowledgeable. He thoroughly understood the culture 
and history of the region. 
 
Within the last few years several autobiographies have been published by converts to the Christian faith. 
Their stories illustrate the necessity for wisdom, character, and knowledge in evangelism – and 
apologetics. I will provide an example from Rosaria Butterfield’s story, The Secret Thought of an Unlikely 
Convert. 
 
Butterfield was an avid feminist, lesbian, and university professor. She was deeply committed to the 
postmodern and materialistic worldview. She embraced a very negative stereotype of the evangelical 
Christian – until she encountered Pastor Ken Smith, who was a “friend” of sinners. 
 
She wrote an article in the local paper critical of Christian gender politics and Pastor Smith responded 
with a letter that was “kind and inquiring.” Contrary to her expectations, Butterfield realized that Ken was 
not ignorant, nor anti-intellectual. Indeed, he and his wife were “anything but intellectually impaired.” 
Rather, they asked good questions, had wise answers, depth of wisdom, and humility. They were keen 
observers of “culture and politics” and enjoyed “good poetry.” Ken even proposed a seminar for her 
students about “why the Bible is a foundational book for English majors to read.”  
 
Ken’s letter posed questions that forced her to “confront the presuppositional problem of my research” 
and her “historical materialist worldview.” She wrote: 
 
 I had never thought about presuppositional questions that were supernatural or spiritual in 
 nature, and yet here I was embarking in a writing project that made me confront this worldview 
 divide. Pastor Ken’s letter punctured the integrity of my research…No one had asked me those 
 questions before or led me to ask them of myself…That’s exactly what Ken’s letter did for me – 
 invited me to think in ways I hadn’t before. 
 
The Smith’s engaged her with wisdom and discernment. They were willing to “walk the long journey” with 
her in Christian compassion. At their first meeting, they did not argue, but only suggested that she 
“explore and defend the presuppositions that undergird” her worldview. They asked a lot of questions and 
“listened deeply.” They did not “share the gospel with her” or “invite [her] to church.” They did not 
“pressure” Butterfield or “interfere with [her] life” at any time. Instead, they simply “were just there” for her. 
They were friends. 
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She described Ken as “likable” and “sensitive.” He and his wife communicated with her respectfully, 
recognizing that she “had values and opinions too.” She marveled at their prayers before meals, 
remarking that “I had never heard anyone pray to God as if God cared, as if God listened, and as if God 
answered.” Over time, Ken and his wife deconstructed her stereotype of evangelicals, because the 
Smiths were “vulnerable,” as well as “lively and fun.” They were “good listeners,” “balanced interpreters,” 
“unselfish,” and willing to “listen and to dialogue.” Ken “accepted me as a lesbian but explained that he 
didn’t approve of me as a lesbian.” The Smiths practiced hospitality. They “invited the stranger in,” “fed 
and housed countless people from all walks of life,” and “the door of their home and the door to their heart 
was always open.”  
 
As a result, mutual trust evolved, whereby Butterfield “opened up to them. I left them know who I was and 
what I valued. I invited them into my home and into my world. They met my friends, came to my dinner 
parties, saw me function in my real life.” Ken would “pop over to my house, bringing greetings or a book 
or a loaf of homemade bread.”  
 
When Butterfield was nearing conversion, she talked with Pastor Smith about her spiritual crisis. She 
described their conversation: 
 
 ”Ken, my whole life is turning upside down. What should I do?”…Ken listened. He didn’t tell me 
 what to do. Instead, he asked me a question: “Did you repudiate your Catholic background?...No, 
 I don’t mean the Church, I mean God, the Father God, the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. Did you 
 ever really repudiate the God outlined in the Apostles Creed?”…He told me to go home and think 
 about my baptism. 
 
Insightfully, she commented: 
 
 Ken could have cut the conversation short and recited a Bible verse. Most evangelical pastors 
 would have acted like a shark in the water smelling fresh blood…But Ken told me recently that 
 the Holy Spirit did not give him liberty to say this. Ken felt that I needed to search my heart…that I 
 needed to know more about my religious background…Ken responded to my question by making 
 me take stock of myself before God. The following Sunday I started to go to his church. 
 
I suggest that Butterfield’s testimony and Smith’s engagement with her prompt questions for each of us to 
consider: 
 
 Do we possess the wisdom, character, and knowledge to be an effective evangelist? 
 
 Do we project or deconstruct the popular stereotypes of evangelicals? 
 
 Are we “intellectually impaired” or do we “invite people to think in [new] ways”? 
 
 Are we willing to “walk the long journey” and practice hospitality with unbelievers or do we simply 
 rely on techniques, like the “Four Spiritual Laws”?  
 


