
Heaven And Hell On Earth 
 
Do you sometimes struggle to understand this messy world that we live in? There is so much 
destruction, injustice, and evil. Every day we see in the news, perhaps experience even in our 
own lives, or witness in our neighborhoods cruelty, abandonment, and oppression. Sometimes, 
we are amazed that anything good or kind happens in this life, given the prevalence of personal 
malice and systemic evil manifested in our relationships, organizations, and cultures. 
 
Fortunately, the biblical worldview gives us guidance regarding this enigmatic age we inhabit. 
 
First of all, we know from personal experience and biblical revelation that God’s plan was 
interrupted by Satan and the advent of sin. We now live in this “present evil age” (Gal 1:4) as 
Paul put it or “under the sun” (Eccl 1:3) as Ecclesiastes wrote. The Bible tells us that, coexisting 
with God’s re-creative mission, Satan attempts to fashion a counterfeit kingdom with himself as 
the totalitarian dictator. He seeks to rule over fallen mankind in a curse-filled physical 
environment, a kind of hell on earth. Short of usurping God’s kingdom, Satan’s purpose is 
obstructive. He seeks to delay and deter the advancement of God’s reign and the growth of the 
church. He uses all the tools at his disposal: violence, lies, and deception (John 8:44). The two 
agendas may be contrasted in this way: 
 
 God desires  peace + security + prosperity  = shalom with God forever 
 
 Satan desires  chaos + decay + death   = hell with Satan forever 
 
For this reason, after the entrance of sin, Genesis chronicles the development of two “seeds”: 
Cain’s tragic seed with its escalating wickedness culminating in the Tower of Babel; and the 
seed of Seth culminating in the call of Abram and God’s promise to bless “all peoples” (Gen 
12:1-3). In fact, there are parallel cosmic, conflicting agendas active in this world evidenced in 
every human heart and relationship. These contrasting agendas are symbolized in the Bible 
through many antithetical pairs ("seeds"), for example: 

 
seed of Eve versus seed of Satan   seed of Seth versus seed of Cain 
Abraham versus Lot     in Christ versus in Adam  
Moses versus Pharaoh     old man versus new man 
wise versus foolish     light versus dark 
Egypt versus Canaan     clean versus polluted 
Caesar versus Jesus Christ    bride versus harlot 
Yahweh versus Baal     heaven versus hell 
flesh versus Spirit      rich versus poor  
Christ versus Satan     age to come versus present evil age 
kingdom of God versus kingdom of this world  Mammon versus Christ 
true riches versus false riches    grain versus weeds 

 
Similarly, Paul describes the dynamic of two overlapping spiritual, antithetical ages: “the age to 
come” (Eph 1:21) and “the present evil age” (Gal 1:4). In Romans 1:17-18 he declared: “For in it 
[Gospel] the righteousness of God is [being] revealed from faith to faith...” Likewise, verse 18 he 
said in grammatical parallel: “For the wrath of God is [being] revealed from heaven against all 
ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who suppress the truth in unrighteousness.” Paul 
proclaimed that there are parallel revelations from God unfolding among mankind in time and 
space. One is the declaration of righteousness or peace with God through Jesus Christ by faith 



(v. 17). The other is the declaration of God’s displeasure with sin, specifically the sin of 
suppressing the “truth,” the real state of affairs about God and His creation (v. 18). 

In other words, there is built into the moral framework of this life a foretaste of both heaven and 
hell. The good things that happen to Christ’s followers are a foretaste (provisional benefits) of 
the eternal age to come. In the same way the bad things that happen to unbelievers are a 
foretaste of the eternal age to come in hell. So, generally speaking, the misfortunes that happen 
in this life are a warning and they contain a message: repent and serve God. (Let it be clear, 
however, good and bad fortune can fall on both the believer and unbeliever.) 

It is clear, though, that hell should be avoided at all costs. Whatever hell will be like, it will be at 
least this: the complete absence of God and all goodness. All and every kind of evil will manifest 
all the time. Those in hell will be forever separated from joy, peace, and prosperity. They will 
always be frustrated, frightened, angry, and homesick. Jonathon Edwards helps us to imagine 
what hell will be like, what he called a "world of hatred where there is no love": 

 There is not one solitary object there, that is not odious and detestable, horrid and 
 hateful. There is no person or thing to be seen there, that is amiable or lovely; 
 nothing that is pure, or holy, or pleasant, but everything abominable and odious...In hell 
 all those principles will reign and rage that are contrary to love, without any restraining 
 grace to keep them within bounds. Here will be unrestrained pride, and malice, and 
 envy, and revenge, and contention in all its fury and without end, never knowing peace. 
 The miserable inhabitants will bite and devour one another, as well as be enemies to 
 God, and Christ, and holy beings.1 
 
So, is your soul captivated by a longing for heaven and God's reign? Do you experience a 
foretaste of that world of love and wholeness? Or, are you ensnared in relationships, attitudes, 
and activities that can only be called "hell on earth"? What does the evidence of your lifestyle, 
relationships, and loyalties indicate about your present spiritual orientation and your future 
eternal destiny? 
 
It is quite valuable to ask ourselves the following question: 
 
 On which trajectory am I moving in my life 
 
 towards peace, security, and prosperity with God forever? 
 
 or 
 
 towards chaos, decay, and death with Satan forever? 
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