
How To Make A BIG Decision 

 

When we are immature in our faith, God sometimes guides us very directly, as if He were giving 
us verbal direction or even holding our hands. As we grow spiritually, sometimes God’s 
guidance appears in the form of divine providence and supernatural confirmation. But, when we 
become more mature, divine guidance often seems complicated and challenging.  
 
Why? Because, as spiritual adults God expects us to make decisions motivated by His glory, 
love for others, and stewardship of our resources (spiritual gifts, physical and mental capacity, 
economic potential). God expects us to accept responsibility for ourselves, even while we 
submit to His sovereignty over all our plans (Ps 127:1). In short, as we mature spiritually divine 
guidance often comes through wisdom (Prov 3:19; 14:8; 17:24; 24:3, 14). 
 
What is wisdom? It is the discernment to know what is really important (in general and in 
specific situations) and what to do about it (how to apply or implement it). Here are four, brief 
examples from the Bible. The Sons of Issachar, were “men who had understanding of the times, 
to know what Israel ought to do” (1 Chron 12:32). They discerned God’s plan to make David 
king (wisdom) and they acted upon that insight by serving among David’s “Mighty Men.” Esther 
realized that the survival of the Jews was threatened (wisdom) and she approached the 
Emperor on her people’s behalf, at great risk to herself. Nehemiah understood the importance of 
his homeland (wisdom) and developed a program to restore Jerusalem. In Acts 15 the Apostles  
heard the testimony of God’s ministry through Paul and Barnabas among the Gentiles and 
decided not to “trouble those of the Gentiles who turn to God” (v. 19) with the requirements of 
ancient Judaism (wisdom). As a result, they commissioned Paul and Barnabas to communicate 
this message to the Gentiles, for “it has seemed good to us, having come to one accord” (v. 25) 
and “it has seemed good to the Holy Spirit” (v. 28). 
 
In my lifetime I have made several momentous decisions for myself and my family. In 1989, 
after eighteen months of difficult deliberation, I decided to sell our home and relocate in order to 
attend seminary. (This decision changed everything.) Eighteen months later I choose to change 
my seminary degree in order to seek a doctorate. In 1994 I decided to leave my country to serve 
as a missionary in Prague. (One of the best decisions I ever made.) In 1996 I decided that we 
should return to Prague, even though we lacked enough economic support (but God supplied it 
later!). In 1999 I decided to return to Prague again, after my wife recovered from cancer 
treatment and surgery. Also that year, I decided to accept the interim presidency of the 
university, even though I had to set aside my aspirations for ministry. (One of the most 
unexpected and painful decisions I have made.)  And, in 2009 I decided to marry an Argentine 
and leave the United States to live here. (The most difficult decision I ever made.) Recently, we 
decided to leave our home church and attend an innovative church plant in another 
neighborhood. But, after one year, we decided to return the original congregation. (This was 
also a difficult decision.) 
 
How did I make these choices? The process begins with a desire, concern or burden, plan, 
goal, or intuition. After further consideration, a passion and sense of divine calling usually 
emerge. The process involves the submission of my heart’s desire to an honest assessment of 
motive, resources, need, and opportunity in conjunction with the counsel of others. I often utilize 
a simple “T Chart” to analyze a decision: 
 
 
    



Reasons Against     Reasons For 

1.       1. 
2.       2. 
3.       3. 
 

Implications Of Acting Against   Implications Of Acting For 
1.       1. 
2.       2. 
3.       3. 
 

Actions To Implement Against   Actions To Implement For 
1.       1. 
2.       2. 
3.       3. 
 

Questions And Concerns    Questions And Concerns 
1.       1. 
2.       2. 
3.       3. 
 
Finally, it is often taught in churches today that the confirmation of a proposed decision is a 
feeling of “peace.” I believe this is too simple and quite subjective. In my experience, even when  
I am quite sure of a decision, I still often feel anxious or doubtful. (I am fallible and I have made 
mistakes.) Usually, only in hindsight, comes the satisfaction of peace and contentment for an 
action taken. 
 
It is also often taught today that our decisions ought to wait upon God’s “open door”: an 
opportunity or unexpected divine providence. But again, there have been times in my life that a 
“closed door” meant that I was to “push” it open by faith. Other times an “open door” meant that 
I should “pull it shut” by faith and wait for something else. What we do in each case requires 
wisdom: knowing what matters in the situation and how best to respond. 
 
There is, also, an important theological lesson to remember when making a big decision. Unless 
the choice includes an obvious immoral option, whether we choose wisely or not, we know from 
biblical teaching that God will never “leave nor forsake” us (Heb 13:5) and that “those whom he 
foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son” (Rom 8:29). In the end it 
is not our infallibility or personal wisdom, but Christ’s faithfulness that guides us.  
 
This lesson was expressed by my wife, Karen, as we contemplated the huge decision to go to 
seminary in 1989. On the one hand, she said: “You are either called or crazy. Probably both! 
But, let’s go.” On the other hand, she said: “If we are making the right decision, God will take 
care of us. If we make a bad decision, God will take care of us.” 
 
So often, in these big decisions we are called to exercise wisdom and apply our faith as we step 
forward in obedience to God. And sometimes, only in hindsight can we affirm that we chose 
wisely and by faith. 
 
 
 
 


