
“I DON’T KNOW HOW TO LOVE HIM” 
 
Back in 1970, when I graduated from high school (a long time ago!) and when most of you were 
not yet born, the famous rock musical, “Jesus Christ Superstar,” appeared by Andrew Lloyd 
Weber and Tim Rice. I confess, I really liked the music (I still do), though the theology is not 
good. The musical was remade into a movie in 2000. 
 
One of the most moving songs was “I Don’t Know How To Love Him,” sung by the character, 
Mary Magdalene. Having been a prostitute and now converted, she was deeply perplexed about 
how to love and serve Jesus. Please listen to the 2000 version of the song with Spanish 
subtitles: 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3ktqiFFW83o 
 
The character in the musical was confused about how to relate to Jesus, just as many are 
today. However, Jesus provided clear instructions for us to follow.  
 
 And one of the scribes came up and heard them disputing with one another, and seeing 
 that he answered them well, asked him, “Which commandment is the most important of 
 all?” Jesus answered, “The most important is, ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the 
 Lord is one. And you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your 
 soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.’” Mark 12:28-31) 
 
Let’s define the terms. “Heart” refers to the center of our personality, our deepest motives, our 
real aspirations, and what we are willing to do. “Soul” refers to our self apart from the body: who 
we really are, created by God that survives death. The soul includes the heart and mind. “Mind” 
highlights our thinking capacity and intellectual activity: learning, analyzing, curiosity, and 
imagination, for example. “Strength” refers to our ability to take action with the mind and body. 
“Strength” means “power,” “resources,” or “money.” Notice, also, the repeated use of the word, 
“all,” which indicates that every aspect of our being should be fully engaged in loving God. We 
are supposed to love God with all our assets of every kind -- physical, economic, gifts, and 
intellect. 
 
Think about how loving God manifests in real life. The heart is mentioned first because it is the 
motivational source of love for God. Then, love is expressed through our lifestyle. Devotion to 
God begins in the motives and is expressed in thoughts, speech, and deeds. Loving God 
requires unconditional loyalty in every aspect of existence in accordance with His law. To love 
God is to think, desire, and behave on God’s terms and for His glory.  
 

Finally, consider one aspect of this love for Jesus – the intellectual. Loving God with the mind 
means at least the following:  
  
 Christian spirituality is multi-dimensional and includes the intellectual realm. There is a 
 sense that a stupid Christian or an anti-intellectual believer is a contradiction in terms. 
 
 If we have special intellectual gifts or a calling to the life of the mind, we can and should 
 honor God by using our intellect. 
 
 Christianity celebrates the life of the mind. Jesus was the most brilliant man who ever 
 lived. Paul was a genius. Thinkers like Augustine, Anselm, Erasmus, Luther, Comenius, 
 Calvin, Wesley, Edwards, Wilberforce, Kuyper, and C. S. Lewis had tremendous impact 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3ktqiFFW83o


 upon the church and world. This is not to mention Christian scientists and artists of all 
 types. 
 
 God will use whatever intellectual ability and knowledge we have. He is not asking us to 
 become intellectual giants, though some are called in this way. He is only asking us to 
 develop our individual potential -- and use it. The only real qualification is our obedience 
 and self-discipline to study. 
 
Because of the scriptures, we do know how to love Jesus Christ:  
  
 with all our heart,  
 
 with all our soul,  
 
 with all our mind,  

 
 and with all our strength. 


