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Wait 
The third verb, "wait" (and other terms of similar import) means "to remain in a place 
and/or state, with expectancy concerning a future event,” “await,” “wait for,” or “wait 
until.”  Depending on the context, the verb may be nuanced as "sustained expectation" 
or even “suffering expectation.”  
 
Clearly, the term implies an eschatological significance. The context of verse 10 makes 
this obvious: “wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, Jesus who 
delivers us from the wrath to come.” Greg Beale calls eschatology “the movement 
towards the new-creational reign” of Jesus Christ and “a movement toward a regaining 
of what was lost in Eden before sin.” Within this overarching, eschatological narrative of 
the Bible we find biblical terms and concepts such as “the latter days,” “new creation,” 
“resurrection,” “first fruits,” “second Adam,” “kingdom,” “renewal of all things,” “glorious 
appearing,” “present evil age,” and the “age to come.”  
 
It is insightful to ponder the various aspects of eschatological blessings of which we now 
await. Not only deliverance from the divine wrath to come (1Thes 1:10), but the 
believer’s future expectation includes “resurrection” (Acts 24:15), “adoption as sons” 
(Rom 8:23), “Spirit of righteousness” (Gal 5:5), “Jesus Christ to be to revealed” (1Cor 
1:7), “eternal life” (Jude 1:21), “citizenship in heaven” (Phil 3:20), “the kingdom” (Mk 
15:43), and “Christ to bring salvation” (Heb 9:28). More broadly from a “negative” 
perspective we are awaiting Jesus Christ, “until his enemies should be made a footstool 
for his feet” (Heb 10:13). However, from a positive perspective we are “looking for new 
heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells” (2Pet 3:13). Further, the New 
Testament associates our waiting with “hope” for the “resurrection of the dead” (Acts 
23:6), “glory of God” (Rom 5:2), “riches of his glorious inheritance” (Eph 1:8), “Christ in 
you, the hope of glory” (Col 1:27), “crown” (1Thes 2;19), “the living God” (1Tim 4:10), 
“eternal life” (Tit 1:2), “his glorious appearing” (2:13), and “grace” (1Pet 1:13). 
 


