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Gospel In Three Dimensions 
1 Thessalonians 1:9-10 implies three dimensions of the gospel: 
 
 Personal and Individual  You (singular) turn, serve, and wait. 
 Corporate and Social  You (plural) serve God and others. 
 Cosmic and Eschatological You (together) await the “new heavens and a  
      new earth in which righteousness dwells” (2Pet 
       3:13). 
 

Our personal and individual salvation is crucial, basic, and glorious. But, the gospel is 
not just about us. Our personal redemption from sin and Satan is necessary and 
magnificent. Our individual reconciliation with God and others is restorative and 
precious. But, these blessings are not the end of the story. We are not redeemed for our 
sake alone. 
 
Our individual stories are further defined by the church, the redeemed community of 
God. We do not serve and worship God in isolation or autonomy. Our identities and 
destinies are determined by God’s mission in the world through the body of Christ. 
 
And, most importantly, our redemptive stories and the story of the church’s mission are 
ultimately defined by the eternal and cosmic mission of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
In the fourth century Augustine expressed this idea well:  
 
 God Himself, who is the Author of virtue, shall there be our reward; for, as there 
 is nothing greater or better, He has promised Himself. What else was meant by 
 His word through the prophet, “I will be your God, and you shall be my people,” 
 than, I shall be their satisfaction, I shall be all that men honorably desire,—life, 
 and health, and nourishment, and plenty, and glory, and honor, and peace, and 
 all good things? This, too, is the right interpretation of the saying of the apostle, 
 “That God may be all in all.” He shall be the end of our desires who shall be seen 
 without end, loved without cloy (satiety), praised without weariness. 
 
Recently, Greg Beale wrote: “The goal of God in everything is to glorify himself and to 
enjoy that glory forever.” Regarding the saints of God, he said: “Since this is God’s goal, 
so should it be ours. Thus, the chief end of humanity is to glorify God by enjoying him 
forever.”  
 
God’s mission in the world is the same as it was in the beginning. Because of His great 
love and glory, He created a physical environment in which to tabernacle with the crown 
of creation, mankind. Mankind’s great reward and goal is the presence of God, Himself. 
Ever since the entrance of sin, all that God does is redemptive and re-creative to that 
end: to make us holy so that we can dwell with Him forever in a holy environment. The 
incarnation, ministry, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ enable this plan to 



succeed, because Jesus will finish the work that Adam and Israel failed to do. The 
project manager, so to speak, is the Holy Spirit, who will bring about the “renewal of all 
things” in a “new heavens and new earth in which righteousness dwells” to use the 
words of 2 Peter 3:13. To put it simply, God is in the process of populating His church 
and will one day He will dwell with us forever in His kingdom, His new tabernacle, the 
entire earth and the renewed creation -- to His glory and our everlasting blessing.  


