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Gregory A. Boyd in his provocative book, The Myth of a Christian Nation: How the Quest for 
Political Power is Destroying the Church (2005) wrote:  
 

I believe a significant segment of American evangelicalism is guilty of nationalistic and 
political idolatry…I believe many of us American evangelicals have allowed our 
understanding of the kingdom of God to be polluted with political ideas, agendas, and 
issues. 

 

In my opinion the inauguration of Donald Trump explicitly affirms the civil religion of evangelicals 
that Boyd critiques. 
 
The spirituality of evangelical Republicans may be summarized by three quotes from an earlier 
blog: 
 

The idea of "One Nation Under God" reaches back to the earliest formative period of the nation. 
Using language found in the Bible concerning Israel and the church, the vision depicts "God's 
New Israel," and conveys the divine call for the United States as a "chosen people," "city on a 
hill,"  "light to the nations," and a "New Jerusalem" set apart for a special task on earth…Over 
time and under the influence of secularization, however, the core vision evolved into Manifest 
Destiny, the American Dream, "making the word safe for democracy," and American 
exceptionalism. 
 
(My son-in-law, who was born abroad, asked: "If North Americans are so special, what does that 
say about us?" In fact, my wife (also born abroad) and I often laugh about all the movies in which 
we are portrayed as the rescuers of humanity from all threats, whether they be terrorists, plagues, 
aliens, or natural disasters.) 

 
There is a particular aspect of the myth which plagues evangelicals in the United States: the idea 
that the country must return to its "roots" as a Christian republic. Hence, we often hear calls for 
revival and restoration. The passage from 2 Chronicles 7:14 is frequently cited with reference to 
the nation: "If my people who are called by my name humble themselves, and pray and seek my 
face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and 
heal their land." 

 
This core myth (i.e. the conflation of ancient Israel and the U.S.A.) was graphically expressed by 

a messianic Rabbi, K. A. Schneider, during a prayer session 
for Donald Trump. He said: “There have only been two 
nations that have a relationship with God, Israel and the 
United States." 

 
 
At the celebration at the U.S. Capital the day before the 
inauguration, a famous Christian hymn,  “The Battle Hymn of 
the Republic,” was performed by a military band before the 
Lincoln Memorial. The synergism between the church and 

the nation was clearly displayed. The first verse and chorus are: 
 

 
 



Mine eyes have seen the glory of the coming of the Lord 
He is trampling out the vintage where the grapes of wrath  
are stored, 
He has loosed the fateful lightening of His terrible swift sword 
His truth is marching on. 
 
Glory! Glory! Hallelujah! 
Glory! Glory! Hallelujah! 
Glory! Glory! Hallelujah! 
His truth is marching on. 

 
Before taking the oath of office, one of the religious leaders who 
gave an invocation was Paula White, an advocate for the 
prosperity gospel and Trump’s pastor. She also confused the two 
“peoples” and “nations” of God (church and nation). White prayed: 
 
Thank you for this great country that you have decreed to your 
people…We acknowledge we are blessed nation…and the United States 
of America is your gift...In Proverbs 21:1 you instruct us that our leader’s 
heart is in your hands…In every generation you have provided the 

strength and power to become that blessed nation…Let your favor be upon this one nation under 
God...Let these United States of America be that beacon of hope to all people and nations…a 
true hope for humankind. 

 
Finally, at one of the balls following the inauguration an invocation was given that linked biblical 
texts associated with Israel in reference the nation, particularly the military of the United States: 
 

Our Father in heaven…look upon this assembled 
brotherhood…Lay your divine blessings on each and every 
soul...Father, supreme over all, patron of order, fountain of 
justice, protector in all ages of virtuous liberty, continue your 
blessings upon this nation…We ask you, Father, to include 
those absent in death from this gathering, those who freely 
answered your call as we read in Isaiah 6:8…In that most holy 
assembly…I include all those for whom a Gold Star is worn 
[those who die in military service]…fearless men and women 
who run into the storm of tribulation… Bestow your blessings upon those who are with us still but 
who have sacrificed a portion of themselves by injury or wound…Father God, we hold for your 
blessings, your grace, forgiveness and guidance our Commander and Chief…that this great 
nation may prosper in your glory, remain at peace through your strength, and be ever vigilant on 
your righteousness. 

 
As a North American evangelical I wonder how Argentines feel about this. I welcome your 
comments. 
 
I also wonder if Argentine Christians have thought about their own cultural myths and civil 
religion. Again, I welcome your comments. 


