
TWIN CITIES: PRAGUE AND BUENOS AIRES? 
 
For several years in the late 1990's I was privileged to live in Prague, the Czech Republic. It was 
a vibrant period, just a few years after the Velvet Revolution, when the country peacefully broke 
away from the communist bloc. People were full of hope and anticipation, for a great change 
had come. The social-political status quo had become unacceptable and they hungered for 
transformation. 
 
The Revolution was not without its challenges, though, as any great worldview transition brings 
about. Worldview crisis is a two-edged sword. On the one hand, it tears down. So, many at that 
time felt disillusioned and disoriented, like these university students: 
 
 Carl Marx was almost my Godfather...We knew who is the idol and what was the ideal. 
 We felt happy...Where should I look for an ideal today? Definitely not in the West, neither 
 in the east. Maybe I'll look for it among the stars. 
 
 We live without values. Life becomes poor without any meaning. We are fumbling in a 
 darkness and cannot find anything even though we have this freedom to discover 
 whatever we want to. All things seem to fail. Depressing. Is there something to live for?   
 
 This country has lived for forty years in a lie - and in a big one. Wherever you looked, 
 you could and see the news of how happy we are, how the country is getting better. 
 Everywhere hundreds and hundreds of signs that said we are happy building the desired 
 Communism and that all the workers of the world should unite. All of this was one big lie.  
 
On the other hand, worldview crisis also builds up. It provides a window of existential 
opportunity and exploration. Listen, for example, to these students: 
 
 After the Velvet Revolution, many young people accepted Christianity. It wasn't any 
 hint of a collective action, just individuals choosing their own way and in my opinion it 
 was a good way. Christianity...makes people better.  
 
 Even though the Czech Republic functions on certain laws and morals these do not have 
 a stable foundation. We just entered into democracy from communism, which did not 
 hold ethics but dictatorship and fear. But, what is it that holds exactly now? 

 I think Christianity should definitely play a role in the Czech Republic...I would say that 
 one of its roles is to suppress bad things and behaviors in our country and to be the 
 model of a good life. I also think Christianity should play a role in education and also in 
 politics. 

Yet, the Czechs are known for their religious skepticism and political realism. They boast of the 
highest percentage of atheists and agnostics in Europe. (Still, when I taught "The Bible As 
Literature" or Ecclesiastes, they were fully engaged in heart, mind, and soul.) The Czechs are 
also intellectually curious, constantly reading: in the subway, trams, and buses, in coffee shops 
and in the many parks of the city. (I still have a shirt that says: "Prague, occupied by 
intellectuals.) They ask questions and are not afraid to debate important issues. When I visited 
briefly last May after eleven years, I was pleasantly surprised to experience once again their 
innate curiosity and skepticism. 



For example, I was invited to attend a Rotary Club meeting with about twenty businessmen and 
women. The host asked me to share my interests, so I explained my research regarding money 
in the Bible. What happened next was an explosion of questions, objections, and meaningful 
discussion. At one point I compared human nature to the hardware on a computer, that is, we 
are "hard-wired" for a relationship with God. One woman asked: "Well, what happened to us?" I 
met her gaze and replied: "Someone installed a virus on our hard drive and we must have it 
restored." She knew exactly what I implied. 

Interestingly, while they are quite serious, they are at the same time whimsical and can poke fun 
at themselves. This picture says it all. It was taken at the Franz Kafka museum. (Kafta wrote 
about the absurdity of existence. By the way, as you will see, the statues serve as twin 
fountains.) 

So, I  wonder if there are any parallels between Prague and Buenos Aires. On the one hand, I 
suspect that the Prague of 1993 is akin to the Buenos Aires of 2016. Both are experiencing 
transition from one ideology to another: Prague moved from communism to market economics 
and democracy; Buenos Aires is transitioning from populism and isolation. Both experienced 
long periods of authoritarianism: the Czechs under Catholicism, Nazism, and communism; the 
Argentines under Catholicism and Peronism. I imagine that many Argentines would echo the 
skepticism and chagrin of the student in Prague: "This country has lived for forty years in a lie - 
and in a big one." Both Prague and Buenos Aires have great human potential and natural 
resources. Both cultures are post-Catholic and secularization has infiltrated much of society, 
especially among the youth and in the cities. 

But, on the other hand, I suspect that there are significant differences between Prague and 
Buenos Aires. The political and cultural transition here seems less dramatic or profound. Do 
Porteños really reject the status quo and clamor for transformation, as in Prague? I don't see 
the same worldview crisis or existential angst in Argentina. I do not observe the same urgency, 
intellectual curiosity, passion for learning, or inclination to discuss worldview issues. Is it 
common for businessmen or bureaucrats to respond with "questions, objections, and 
meaningful discussion" as a result of a provocative worldview presentation -- or is inertia the 
inevitable expectation? In fact, many Argentines appear focused on the immediate and 
practical, rather than the transcendent and strategic. I doubt, as well, that Argentines are as 
"whimsical and can poke fun at themselves," like their Czech brethren. Argentines take 
themselves very seriously; perhaps too seriously?  
 
One more thing: how much of these likely features of Argentine culture (as compared to Prague) 
apply to the Argentine evangelical church: inertia, acceptance of the status quo, lack of urgency 
or intellectual curiosity, and focus on the immediate and practical rather than the transcendent 
and strategic? 
 
What do you think? Do you agree with my assessment? If not, how would you differ? Could 
Buenos Aires learn anything from Prague? Can Prague learn anything from Buenos Aires? 
What are the implications for the church in Argentina? 


