
When God Takes Our Hand 
 

Have you ever lost your temper with God? Have you ever spoken rudely with your Creator? Have 
you ever shaken your fist at God in anger, frustration or despair? Have you ever been a "beast" 
with Jesus in tough times? 
 
Sometimes, the Psalmists got angry or embittered, and asked “Why?” (10:1,13;  22:1;  42:9; 
43:2;  44:23-24; 74:1,11; 80:12; 88:14). Sometimes they grew impatient and weary, and asked 
“How long?” (6:3; 13;1,2; 35:17; 74:9-10; 79:5; 80:2;  89:46; 90:13; 94:3; 119:84). 
 
The writer of Psalm 73 certainly lost his temper. In verse 2 he states honestly: "But as for me, my 
feet almost stumbled, my steps had nearly slipped." In verse 21 he confesses: "When my soul 
was embittered, when I was pricked in heart, I was brutish and ignorant; I was like a beast before 
you." 
 
Most of us have been here – embittered and brutish. Maybe even right now. All of us suffer. 
Maybe life has not worked out like you planned it. Maybe you have been wronged. Maybe you've 
"played by the rules" and behaved rightly, but the bad guy won. Maybe God seems distant, 
unmoved, even ruthless. So, you've lost self-control and you've said and thought things to God 
you now regret. 
 
That's the bad news, but here's the good news. Listen to verses 23 and 24 in Psalm 73: 
"Nevertheless, I am continually with you; you hold me by my right hand. You guide me with your 
counsel, and afterward you will receive me to glory." 
 
That "nevertheless" (or "yet") is one of nicest words in the Bible! It means, "despite the case" or 
"regardless of the foregoing." Even though we are "beastly" and despite feeling abandoned by 
God, in reality He still holds our hand. We are “continually” with Him. He will bring us safey to our 
final destination – “glory.” 
 
So, even though our commitment to God is tenuous, His commitment to us is always firm. I am 
reminded by a statement by J. I. Packer in his book, Knowing God: “Your faith will not fail while 
God sustains it; you are not strong enough to fall away while God is resolved to hold you.”  
 
One other thought: In ancient societies of the Near East, when the Supreme King (of a great 
empire) installed a lesser King (in a specific region), part of the ceremony of investiture was the 
taking of the right hand. (Read how God "takes the right hand" of Cyrus in Isaiah 45:1.) Taking 
the right hand means honor, respect, and royal installment. It means taking someone "from the 
dust" (insignificance and powerlessness) and "seating him with princes" (honor and authority). 
Incredibly, there is a sense in which God in Christ takes us by the "right hand," even when we 
least deserve it -- when we are like a "brute beast" in the midst of tribulation -- He accepts and 
establishes us in His great kingdom. Ephesians 2:5 says: “Even when we were dead in our 
trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved.”  
 
Again, think about that: God holds our hand! This means it is not important whether we are able 
to hold onto His hand in our strength or determination, but that God is always able to hold on to 

our hand. And so, just as God did not let the psalmist slip hopelessly out of the way, He will not 
permit us to fall as well, despite our sin, pain and mental torment. In fact, God held the psalmist’s 
hand even while he was embittered, sullen, and “beastly.”  
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Imagine a parent with an out of control child at a dangerous intersection. The child desperately 
wants to break free and he is miserable. But, the wise and loving parent holds on and keeps him 
from harm. God often deals with us just like that in the midst of our sin, suffering, and 
brokenness. 
 
What a picture of grace! 

 


