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As a Christian Missional Academic, I have a life-changing platform of eternal significance. I have 
the opportunity to live out life-changing principles before students, both inside and outside the 
classroom. In the Bible we see how Jesus made a difference in his students’ (disciples’) lives. 
With Jesus as my model, I have endeavoured to make this my own personal mission: to make a 

difference in the lives of my students and colleagues for the good through my teaching, 
scholarship and service.  

My Vision Statement 
Under the lordship of Jesus Christ, my vision as a Christian Missional Academic is to be totally 

committed to the Great Commandment as my mission, and to the Great Commission as my 
mandate, by being a servant of my students, faculty colleagues and university administration 
through my training, educating, mentoring and researching.  
 
Being a Great Commandment professor means more than the integration of faith and learning; it 
involves the integration of faith and living. Jesus tells us to apply our love for God with heart, 
mind, and soul by loving others. Such application affects work, home, church and play. It 
impacts the most elemental aspects of our daily lives, for all thinking must be accompanied by 
action.  
 
This means I must seek to serve others by demonstrating the love of God to students, 
colleagues, and others with whom I have contact. I must show love and respect for those I 

serve. I must attempt to work for their highest good. As Francis Schaeffer observes, “ If we do 
not show love to each other the world has a right to question whether Christianity is true.”  
 
The implications of a commitment to the Great Commandment calls me to be student-friendly in 
my educational delivery systems and service-oriented in my dealing with faculty and 
administration staff. At the heart of this commitment is the visible demonstration of valuing 
others and modelling the love and forgiveness of Christ.  
 
My Educational Philosophy Statement 
Under the lordship of Christ, my philosophical outlook on education is my guiding compass. It 
gives me direction to focus on why I make the decisions I make when I design course syllabi, 
when I teach in the classroom, and when interacting with my students in and out of the 

classroom. With and through it I see more clearly when setting my objectives and outcomes and 
is a description of my goals and beliefs as a teacher. 
 
A Christian Professor In A Secular Educational Context 
In this setting and in the development of my philosophy of education, I considered the following: 
my Christian experience, my view on the purpose of education, my approach to teaching, and 
my role as an educator. 

My Christian Experience 

By the grace of God, I am a person of Evangelical Reformed persuasion, and my faith and life 
have been nurtured through relationships with Christian friends, family, leaders and mentors, 
and through a personal relationship with Jesus Christ for over 40 years, and through training for 
and experience in pastoral and teaching ministries for more than 30 years.  
 



Purpose of Education 

As a Christian educator, I view the purpose of education to be "to have the full riches of 
complete understanding in order that they [my students] may know the mystery of God, namely, 
Jesus Christ, in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge” (Colossians 2:2-
3).  
 
My Approach to Teaching 

My approach to teaching may be summed up under the following statements that indicate my 
role as an educator, which I have consistently tried to implement in my educational experience. 
The underlying worldview is a biblical-theistic one, in that the Bible is the foundation of 
everything I say and do, that is translated into recognisably Christian behaviours.  
 
My Role as an Educator 

I interpret and integrate all of my knowledge and expertise through the hermeneutical lens of the 
Scriptures. I teach actively and purposefully, in order to accomplish my role in nurturing and 
shaping the minds of my students. I communicate clearly and effectively, not only curriculum 
content, but also life skills and values, that are grounded in Scripture. I seek to model godly and 
educational competence in order to bring out in my students the capacity of a robust, biblical 
worldview, and the ability to begin to negotiate the world in which they live. This is demonstrated 

in the following ways: 
  
 Academically, through teaching and setting work of the highest standard and expecting 

 the same in accordance with the competence and capability of the student.  
 
 Personally, through the modelling and nurturing of self-discipline with values-based 

 lifestyle grounded in Scripture. 
 
 Socially, through the modelling and fostering of sound inter-personal relationships both 

 within and without the classroom, based on selfless concerns. Such an attitude applies 
 equally to my relationship with faculty colleagues, support staff and administrators.  
 


