
INTRODUCING THE SOCIETY OF CHRISTIAN SCHOLARS 
 

Building our intellectual infrastructure is very strategic for the long term 
growth of the church and the extension of God’s kingdom. This 
infrastructure includes Christian day schools, public literacy, curriculum 
development, teacher-training for excellence and worldview 
development, theological training for pastors, libraries (digital and 
traditional), book translations, academic journals, radio and television 

programs, financial aid for masters and doctoral students, academic organizations, and 
Christian study centers.  
 
Clearly, there is an important role in the kingdom of God for those who have intellectual callings, 
like university professors, researchers, writers, teachers, ministry leaders, and scientists. They 
deserve and need our spiritual encouragement and economic support.  
 
Church history provides examples of building intellectual infrastructure and Bible advocacy at 
the academic level.  Daryl McCarthy supplies an excellent example in his article, “Hearts and 
Minds Aflame for Christ: Irish Monks—A Model for Making All Things New in the 21st Century.” 
He describes how Irish monks saved civilization from barbarity: 
 

Scores of Irish monks between 600 and 800 AD left their homeland and spread out 
across Europe, teaching Scripture and the arts and sciences to kings and peasants alike 
and establishing centers of education and culture. These monastic centers promoted a 
full-orbed Christian worldview especially in education and the arts and dramatically 
transformed the spiritual, cultural and intellectual contours of a decaying Europe. This 
fascinating chapter in history reminds Christians today that by focusing on the good, the 
true and the beautiful, we can model how Christ truly makes all things new for both 
individuals and cultures. 

 
Another example is Timothy Richard, a missionary to China in the 19th century, who served with 
the Baptist Missionary Society. He wrote: “China needed the gospel of love and forgiveness, but 
she also needed the gospel of material progress and scientific knowledge.” Richard perceived 
the strategic nature of reaching the intelligentsia, as well as articulating the biblical worldview 
within the world of ideas and the university. He targeted: 
 
 the Chinese elites rather than the impoverished masses, Richard 
 became secretary of  the Society for the Diffusion of Christian and 
 General Knowledge among the Chinese in 1891 and was an important 
 influence on Kang Yu Wei’s Self - Strengthening Movement, as well as 
 an adviser to the Emperor himself. It was Richard who secured the 
 creation of China’s first Western - style university, at Shanxi (Shansi), 
 opened in 1902. (Niall Ferguson, Civilization: The West and the Rest, 
 Kindle Edition, location 5156) 
 
This brings us to our time. A new initiative to help build our intellectual 
infrastructure has emerged from Global Scholars, the ministry with whom I serve. Around the 
world, there is a growing desire among Christian scholars to network together and for the 
integration of ideas with the biblical worldview. Global Scholars is preparing a project to serve 
professors -- the Society of Christian Scholars, to enable missional academics to have a 
redemptive influence among their students, colleagues, universities, and disciplines. I and my 
colleague, Omar Montero, serve on a team that is preparing a web portal with many resources 



for Christian academics. It will be available in English, Spanish, and French. The target date for 
launch is January, 2019. 
 
Click on the link to watch a short video with subtitles describing the ministry of Global Scholars. 
 
If you are an academic, you can learn more about the Society of Christian Scholars by opening 
this link: 
 
If you know Christian academics teaching at the university level in Argentina or throughout 
South America, please forward this blog to them or provide contact information to me 
(rlsmith@global-scholars.org). 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kgOCtLQxvrg
https://www.global-scholars.org/society-of-christian-scholars/

