
 

A PEOPLE ZEALOUS FOR GOOD WORKS 
 

What is the church? What marks or features should characterize God's people? One passage 
that provides answers is Titus 2:11-14, particularly verse 14: 
 

For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people,  training us to 
renounce ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright, and 
godly lives in the present age, waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of 
our great God and Savior Jesus Christ,  who gave himself for us to redeem us from all 
lawlessness and to purify for himself a people for his own possession who are zealous 
for good works. 

 
First of all, take note of the world “zealous.” Common synonyms for the term are enthusiastic, 
passionate, and fervent. Other words that come to mind are determined, committed, and 
focused. In context it means that Christians are eager to bless others because of the gospel.  
 
Good deeds are done in response to the freedom from sin and Satan in the cross, and enabled 
by grace, motivated by love for others and the glory of God. Jesus called them the "fruits of 
repentance." Charles Wesley summarized the command for Christians to do good this way:  
 

Do all the good you can, by all the means you can, in all the ways you can, in all the 
places you can, at all the times you can, to all the people you can, as long as ever you 
can. 

 
The call to do good, however, is not merely an isolated doctrine expressed in Titus but a 
command throughout the Bible. Here are three citations from the New Testament: 
 

For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God 
prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them. (Eph 2:10) 
 
Walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him, bearing fruit in every good 
work and increasing in the knowledge of God. (Col 1:10) 
 
Let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works. (Heb 10:24) 

 
In the Old Testament consider the testimony of Job. He did good for the needy: "for from my 
youth the fatherless grew up with me as with a father, and from my mother's womb I guided the 
widow" (31:18). He did not abuse his power over his servants (v. 13) or the "fatherless" (v. 21). 
He testified that his financial activities were done with integrity and generosity. 
 
Nehemiah traveled to the Israel, organized the work of restoration, and provided leadership. He 
intervened for the poor and debt slaves (5:1-8). He donated food for his workers (5:18a) and he 
did not demand his own pay (v. 18b). He restored the reading of the law (8:1-2) and the temple 
service (12:44-45), as well as the economic provisions for the priests (13:10-13). 
 
In the New Testament consider the Good Samaritan and the early church. When Jesus 
explained what it meant to "love your neighbor as yourself" (Luke 10:27), he said that the 
Samaritan's heart was full of goodness, for he felt "compassion" for the victim (v. 33). He 
provided emergency treatment and "bound up his wounds, pouring on oil and wine" (v. 34b). 
"Then he set him on his own animal and brought him to an inn and took care of him" and paid 
for his recuperation at an inn (vs. 35-36). 



 

 
The Jews told Jesus about a God-fearing centurion who "loves our nation, and he is the one 
who built us our synagogue” (Luke 7:5). Luke testified that Tabitha was "full of good works and 
acts of charity" (Acts 9:36). The early church cared for widows (Acts 6:1-3), showed hospitality 
(1Pet 4:9), and visited prisoners (Heb 13:3). Godly women "washed the feet of the saints" and 
"cared for the afflicted" (1Tim 5:10). The church in Philippi repeatedly sent relief to Paul, 
especially when he was in prison (Phil 4:14-18). 
 
There are also many beautiful examples of good works from church history. The Epistle to 
Diognetes (c. AD 130) observed about the early church: "they share in all things with others," 
"they have a common table," and "they do good."  
 
William Wilberforce, the English politician and moral leader, labored his whole life to abolish 
slavery. But, he was also active in many worthy causes, such as, care of the deaf and poor, 
orphans, and the elderly. 
 
The famous Irish entrepreneurs and beer-makers, the Guinness family, did tremendous good for 
their employees, the community, and they evangelical church. Here is a quote from Steven 
Mansfield’s book, The Search For God and Guinness: A Biography Of  The Beer That Changed 
The World. It describes the innovative benefits the company implemented for their employees: 
 

Guinness workers at the brewery in Dublin enjoyed the attention of two fully qualified 
doctors who staffed an on-site clinic where any employee, wife, or child could receive 
treatment. These privileges extended to widows and pensioners, as well. The doctors 
were available night or day, made house calls, and would consult specialists on their 
patients’ behalf if necessary. There were also two dentists available to employees, two 
pharmacists, two nurses, a “lady visitor” who assured healthy conditions in workers’ 
homes, and a masseuse. Hospital beds were provided both at the Guinness plant and at 
a “sanatoria” in the country, intended for patients recovering from tuberculosis. 

 
Likewise, William Morris, an Englishman who immigrated to Argentina, did much good in the 
late 19th and early 20th centuries in Buenos Aires. He developed programs for the very poor 
and abandoned in La Boca and Palermo. He provided "bread for body and soul," often from his 
own resources to thousands of children. He preached to prisoners, distributed Bibles, and 
established Hogar el Alba, for abandoned children, which still exists today.  
 
During World War 2, French Huguenot Protestants in a village called Le Chambon-sur-Lignon 
defied the Nazis and sheltered almost 5,000 Jews. When asked why they did this at such great 
risk to themselves, they replied: "It’s simple. Love God and love your neighbor; that’s what 
Christians do.” Those who studied what happened called it a "conspiracy of goodness." 
 
Some of us have dreams from God about doing good and great deeds like these. They want to 
serve others for God’s glory, the church’s welfare, and mankind's benefit. They are “zealous to 
do good deeds.”  
 
If you share these motivations, hear this admonition from 2 Thessalonians 1:11-12: 

 
To this end we always pray for you, that our God may make you worthy of his calling and 
may fulfill every resolve for good and every work of faith by his power, so that the name 
of our Lord Jesus may be glorified in you, and you in him, according to the grace of our 
God and the Lord Jesus Christ. 


