
 

What The Bible Is About 
 

It helps a lot to think of the Bible as one grand story about God’s great love for creation and 
mankind. This master plot moves from good news to bad news, and back to good news again. I will 
explain.  
 
(Please watch these two short videos: The Biblical Worldview and The Mission Of God.) 

 
The Good News 

The Bible pictures God as the cosmic king and creation as his domain. God created a physical 
environment where human beings and God could dwell together. This special place was called 
Eden, the garden of God. The garden was really a sanctuary because mankind was meant to 
function as priests and life was meant to be sacred. Humans were designed to enjoy peace with 
God, with nature, and with one another. They were created to share God’s company and to enjoy all 
of his creation.  
 
An important part of God’s plan for humanity was the formation of a community of love, respect, 
equity, prosperity, creativity, and justice. Eden was designed as a place where power and status 
served the common good under God’s rule. That kind of community is what God wants for humanity. 
 

In Eden God intended that every individual would be important, for every person would be distinctly 
designed by the creator for a specific role in his domain. In fact, the Bible teaches that humans were 
created to rule on God’s behalf as stewards over his estate. They were commanded to protect and 
develop God’s garden. They were supposed to keep evil out of it and to extend the blessings of 
Eden to the rest of creation. 

This is the good news (Gen 1-2). This is how the story of the Bible began. But, it enters a very sad 
and destructive stage – the bad news. 
 
The Bad News 

A challenger to God’s throne appeared in Eden. His name was Satan, which means “adversary” and 
“accuser” (Gen 3). From eternity past he desired to be “like God” and he wanted to set up a rival 
kingdom with himself as head.  
 
Adam and Eve were supposed to protect Eden from his influence. Instead, they embraced his 
agenda and aspired to become “like God” themselves (Gen 3:4-7). They would no longer serve as 
God’s special representatives, rather they would function as gods themselves. They would declare 

what is right and wrong. They would define what it meant to be human. They would determine what 
kind of religion would be best. They would decide how society should be organized and how justice 
would be secured. They would place their sinful agendas, glory, and power at the center of the 
world’s purpose. Ironically, although they asserted their independence from God, they became 
slaves to Satan, the anti-God, the imposter, and opponent of God’s plan for creation. Adam and Eve 
committed cosmic treason. 
 
As a result of their rebellion, human relationships and society were corrupted. When sin entered 
creation, people began to lie, murder, steal, and manipulate. Poverty, injustice, idolatry, and 
inequality arose. As a result, we all suffer. We all do evil. We all experience evil done to us. Worst of 
all, we all die 
 
Our harmonious and productive relationship with the natural world was ruined, as well. The Bible 

calls this the “curse” (Gen 3:13-24). It says that the “earth shall mourn” because of sin (Jer 4:28). 
Everything we do is filled with frustration (Eccl 1:2-11). We experience loss, defeat, and shame. 
Everything breaks down and decays.  
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QUh_sJNviBc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sDaGqFFQt-I


 

So, mankind’s rebellion in Eden created the conditions we now experience in everyday life. Instead 
of listening to God, we often say: “The truth is derived from my ideology or religion or myth.” Or, “my 
most important community is my tribe, race, clan, team, gang, ethnicity, social class or nation.” Or, 
“my needs and happiness are the primary values of my life.” These substitutes and counterfeits are 
the clearest depiction of our sinful nature, individually and socially.  

 
If we are honest, each one of us is part of the bad news. Each one of us contributes to the problem 

of evil in this world. We sin and we have been sinned against. We are all rebels against God. 
 
Even worse, unless God cleanses our hearts of sinful substitutes and idols, and unless we obtain 
forgiveness for our corruption, we will be excluded to a place where the bad news continues forever. 
We call this hell. 
 
The Good News Again 

Fortunately, God did not abandon his creation and He did not give up on his plan. His story includes 
a happy ending and resolution of all that has gone wrong. First, God provided his Son, Jesus Christ, 
as a substitute for the judgment we deserved. This is called the Great Exchange: “For while we were 
still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly” (Rom 5:6). 
 

Second, the Bible says that God will one day make everything new. This is called the Great 
Reversal. One day he will overturn all the disorder and sin, injustice and oppression, pollution and 
decay, corruption and impurity on the earth. One day he will banish all evil from the cosmos. One 
day we will experience complete and universal harmony, peace, and prosperity, while we enjoy 
God’s presence forever. Once again, human beings will serve as priests in his cosmic temple. 
 
Nature will no longer be our enemy. It will sparkle with beauties to discover and enjoy. There will be 
planets to explore and natural resources to develop. There will never be an end to creativity and 
productivity, beauty and excellence. Once again, humanity will serve as stewards over God’s realm. 
 
God will restore the human community. He will destroy all abuse and poverty, persecution and 
perversion, injustice and war. There will be respect and cooperation, harmony and peace, security 

and kindness forever. The new, eternal community of God will be a world of love, like it was in the 
beginning, only bigger and better. The Father, Son, and the Holy Spirit together will bring about the 
“renewal of all things” (Matt 19:28). The last book of the Bible describes this new form of existence in 
this way:  
 

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed 
away, and there was no longer any sea. I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming 
down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. And I 
heard a loud voice from the throne saying, "Now the dwelling of God is with men, and he will 
live with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God. 
He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying or 
pain, for the old order of things has passed away." He who was seated on the throne said, "I 

am making everything new!" (Rev 21:1-5). 
 
The Bible reveals God’s great story stretches from eternity past to the eternal future. That plan  
provides a sacred environment where the holy God will dwell with his holy people forever. That is  
our destiny. In the words of the Westminster Shorter Catechism the Christian’s destiny is glorious:  
“Man’s chief end is to glorify God, and to enjoy him forever.” 
 
We can share in that eternal future if we change sides, if we get off the losing, wicked, and  
destructive team loyal to Satan. This path requires repentance from sin through Jesus Christ and  
service to God alone. 
 



 

Do you feel the weight of sin and shame for serving Satan and playing god? Do you want, even now,  
to experience the powers of heaven, the Great Reversal? God can turn things around in  
your life. But, you must accept God’s terms of surrender: turn from your sins, serve God, and obey  
the Lord Jesus Christ (1Thes 1:9-10).  
 
In The Meantime 

What should we do now in this “present evil age” (Gal 1:4), as Paul called it? What does God require  

of us as we wait for the “new heavens and new earth” (2Pet 3:13)?  
 
First, we should seek personal holiness and learn to love others in the church and in the world  
(1John 4:11). Second, when we suffer in this life -- for whatever reason -- we should “entrust [our]  
souls to a faithful Creator while doing good” (1Pet 4:19). And third, as members of the Christian  
community we should model the coming kingdom of love in this “present evil age” as a “people  
zealous for good works.” As Titus 2:11- 14 declared: 
 

For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, training us to renounce  
ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in the  
present age,3waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God and  
Savior Jesus Christ, who gave himself for us to redeem us from all lawlessness and to purify  
for himself a people for his own possession who are zealous for good works. 

 
This is what the Bible is about -- and so much more! 


