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Jeremiah 9:23-24 provides a helpful synopsis of what it means to know -- and not to know – 
God, as well as the righteous or unrighteous conduct that results: 
 

Thus says the LORD: “Let not the wise man boast in his wisdom, let not the mighty man 
boast in his might, let not the rich man boast in his riches, but let him who boasts boast 
in this, that he understands and knows me, that I am the LORD who practices steadfast 
love, justice, and righteousness in the earth. For in these things I delight, declares 
the LORD.” 

 
Notice the repetition of the word “boast” (five times). To boast signifies what we pride ourselves 
in, displays our identity, demonstrates our success, provides status, and secures confidence. 
This passage, however, disavows three typical markers of power and arrogance in this world: 
wisdom (understanding and knowledge), might (judicial and military strength), and riches 
(economic influence and hedonism). Each of these boasts focuses on the individual and his/her 
happiness and security to the neglect of others.  
 
So often, those who specialize in knowledge, power, and wealth “lay up treasures for 
themselves on earth” rather than heaven (Matt 6:19-20). Their attention is centered on the 
things of this world: “the desires of the flesh and the desires of the eyes and pride of life” (1 
John 2:16). And often, they manifest the same behaviors labeled elsewhere in Jeremiah: 
“For my people are foolish; they know me not; they are stupid children; they have no 
understanding. They are ‘wise’—in doing evil” (4:22-23). 
 
Rather, according to Jeremiah 9:23-24, boasting should refer to what really matters: knowing 
God and imitating his priorities. The Lord “practices steadfast love, justice, and righteousness in 
the earth.”  
 
According the covenant of Moses, “steadfast love” is covenant faithfulness to God and to his 
people. “Justice and righteousness” refer to personal and social ethics. For example, the people 
were to “do righteousness” in accordance with the law “in the eyes the Lord” and shun evil. 
Psalm 106:3 states: “Blessed are they who maintain justice, who constantly do what is right.” 
Jeremiah wrote: “Do what is just and right. Rescue from the hand of his oppressor the one who 
has been robbed. Do no wrong or violence to the alien, the fatherless or the widow, and do not 
shed innocent blood in this place” (22:3).  
 
So, as William J. Wessels wrote: “If people know Yahweh, they will exercise or practice these 
things, the things in which Yahweh delights.” True knowledge of God signifies that one knows 
his character, what he requires, and how to imitate him in righteous thought, belief, and 
behavior. This is what it means to know God, to be created in the image of God. 
 


