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Paul expressed this proclamation in Romans 11:33, knowing that the nation of Israel was being 
undermined by pagans and how God hardened Israel’s hearts due to disobedience (Rom 9-11). 
Earlier he exclaimed: “I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. For I could wish 
that I myself were accursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my brothers, my kinsmen 
according to the flesh” (9:2-3). 
 
Why could Paul praise God’s great wisdom, knowing the terrible fate that befell his nation?  
 
Because, he realized that only through Israel’s failure to acknowledge their Messiah would the 
gospel go to the ends of the earth. Clearly, Paul’s worldview was broader and deeper than his 
nationalism or his Jewish heritage that he learned as a youth. Who could praise God for this 
unexpected wisdom at that time? Certainly, only those more committed to the kingdom of God 
than lesser priorities, like culture and tradition and personal welfare. 
 
Imagine Noah. In an age of deep darkness, when “the wickedness of man was great in the 
earth” (Gen 6:5), God declared: “I will blot out man whom I have created from the face of the 
land, man and animals and creeping things and birds of the heavens, for I am sorry that I have 
made them” (v. 7). Who could have imagined the flood or the ark or all the animals? Who could 
have guessed that afterwards God would re-covenant with mankind and creation through Noah 
(8:20-22)? “Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God!” 
 
Or, imagine our age, our social-economic context today. Could we confess God’s great wisdom 
if all that we are accustomed to were reversed or even destroyed – for the sake of his kingdom? 
What if the gospel advanced through the suffering of our nation or the loss of its power and 
prosperity? 
 
For example, biblical scholars teach that the greatest threat to the gospel and church today is 
consumerism. Can you imagine a civilization without consumerism? (Certain religious radicals, 
anarchists, and Marxists eagerly desire its elimination.) 
 
One author calls consumerism, McWorld, and describes it as a worldview, an imposed 
homogeneity: an empire of tastes, images, brands and lifestyles modeled on the fast-food ethos 
of McDonald’s and the sensationalism of Disney World. He wrote about McWorld:  
 

an entertainment shopping experience that brings together malls, multiplex movie 
theaters, theme parks, spectator sports arenas, fast-food chains (with their endless 
movie tie-ins) and television (shopping networks) into a vast single enterprise that on the 
way to maximize profits, transforms human beings…McWorld itself is a theme park, a 
park called Marketland where everything is for sale and someone else is always 
responsible and there are no common goods or public interests and where everyone is 
equal as long as they can afford the price of admission and are content to watch and 
consume. 
 

What would happen to us, our lifestyles, and our churches if McWorld ceased to exist as we 
know it? What if natural disaster (solar flare, earthquake, disease) or manmade conflagration 
(terrorist attack or regional nuclear war) destroyed our economic or communications 
infrastructure? What if God permitted this to happen in order to promote the gospel and purify 



the church? Would we be able to declare: “Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and 
knowledge of God”? 
 
(Imagine a dysfunctional world without smart phones and microwave ovens! It is interesting how 
many survival and “the end of everything” films are produced these days. There is also a lot of  
speculation about “immortality” through technology and transmigration to other planets. It seems 
there is an implicit sense of foreboding in popular culture.) 
 
According to the book of Revelation, judgment is indeed coming upon McWorld (the love of 
money; see 1 Timothy 6:10, Matthew 6:24, 1 John 2:16-17). Revelation depicts this 
transformation in graphic terms using the symbol of ancient Babylon: 
 

Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great! She has become a dwelling place for demons, a 
haunt for every unclean spirit, a haunt for every unclean bird, a haunt for every unclean 
and detestable beast. For all nations have drunk the wine of the passion of her sexual 
immorality, and the kings of the earth have committed immorality with her, and the 
merchants of the earth have grown rich from the power of her luxurious living. 

 
Revelation even reveals the cargos in the boats carrying luxury goods delivered to the wealthy 
class in the Roman Empire. These items were acquired through brutal subjugation and 
economic imperialism: 
 
 And the merchants of the earth weep and mourn for her, since no one buys their cargo 
 anymore, cargo of gold, silver, jewels, pearls, fine linen, purple cloth, silk, scarlet cloth, 
 all kinds of scented wood, all kinds of articles of ivory, all kinds of articles of costly wood, 
 bronze, iron and marble, cinnamon, spice, incense, myrrh, frankincense, wine, oil, fine 
 flour, wheat, cattle and sheep, horses and chariots, and slaves, that is, human souls. 

 
So, the questions for Christians are: Where are your priorities? What is your “first love” (Rev 
2:4)? Is it a certain lifestyle? A particular economic or political system? A specific nation or 
culture? Is our biblical worldview deep and broad enough for whatever happens? Could you and 
I acknowledge God’s wisdom, even if our world were changed radically? 
 
According to the Bible, God has higher priorities and long term goals that might be different than 
our comfort, our political-economic preferences, and our advanced technology. 
 
“Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God!” 

 


