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Genesis 3:17 explains how and why sin entered the world. God told Adam: “You have listened 
to the voice of your wife and have eaten of the tree of which I commanded you, ‘You shall not 
eat of it.’” (The Hebrew word for listen [shamar] is often translated as listen to, hear, or obey, 

depending on the context.) 
 
Sin expressed itself as a failure to obey God’s voice. Eve listened to the serpent rather than 
Adam. Adam listened to Eve rather than God. Together, they embraced the snake’s skepticism 
and warped view of reality. As a result, creation suffered a terrible reversal and the human race 
was infected with the snake’s twisted worldview.  
 
All sin can be traced to a refusal to heed God’s voice, a mental rebellion with grievous 
consequences (Rom 1:18-23). As Paul wrote, “Just as sin came into the world through one 

man, and death through sin, and so death spread to all men because all sinned” (Rom 5:12). 
Genesis 3, in fact, is focused on the question that speaks to us even today: To whom do you 
listen and obey--God or Satan? 
 
This is a central theme of the Old and New Testaments. As a rare, positive example, God said 
that Abraham, the spiritual “Father” of Israel, responded properly to God’s voice: 
“Abraham obeyed my voice and kept my charge, my commandments, my statutes, and my 
laws” (Gen 26:5). On the other hand, the Lord declared many times to Israel through Moses and 
his prophets: “if you faithfully obey the voice of the LORD your God, being careful to do all his 
commandments that I command you today, the LORD your God will set you high above all the 
nations of the earth” (Deut 15:1). As we know from the biblical record they did not listen or obey. 

 
They “rejected,” “refused,” and “rebelled” against God’s commandments. They were “not mindful 

of” his voice and “turned aside” into idolatry. They “followed their own counsels” or “acted 
presumptuously.” In the prophet Jeremiah’s day they even declared, “As for the word that you 
have spoken to us in the name of the LORD, we will not listen to you” (Jer 44:16). 
 
The Bible says that their attitude toward God was “stubborn” and that their hearts were “hard.” 
Various similes are used to describe their outlook. They “turned a stubborn shoulder,” “stiffened 
their neck,” and did not “incline their ear” to heed God’s voice. They had a “hard forehead” and 
hearts of “iron and bronze.” 
 
But, the New Testament is just as critical about those who do not listen to the divine voice. God, 
himself, spoke to Jesus’ stubborn disciples and said, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am 
well pleased; listen to him” (Matt 17:5). Many of the Jews replied, however, “He has a demon, 

and is insane; why listen to him?” (John 10:20). 
 
Jesus even cited the well-known diagnosis of Isaiah about his unwilling listeners: 
 

Indeed, in their case the prophecy of Isaiah is fulfilled that says: 

“You will indeed hear but never understand, and you will indeed see but never perceive.” 
For this people's heart has grown dull, and with their ears they can barely hear, and their 
eyes they have closed, lest they should see with their eyes and hear with their ears 

and understand with their heart and turn, and I would heal them. (Matt 13:14-15) 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+10:20&version=ESV


But, to the minority who did listen he said, “Blessed are your eyes, for they see, and your ears, 

for they hear” (Matt 13:16). 

So, the questions for you and me are:  

Do we listen to the voice of God speaking through Christ in his inspired word?  

Do we treat his revelation seriously or do we minimize its authority in our lives? 

 
 


