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Abraham is one of the few characters in the Bible who received God’s praise for listening and 
obeying throughout his lifetime. Yahweh testified about him, “Abraham obeyed my voice and 
kept my charge, my commandments, my statutes, and my laws” (Gen 26:5). God designated 
him a “prophet” (20:7) and forever associated his name, Yahweh, with Abraham’s namesake 
(Exod 3:6). Other writers identified him as a “friend of God” (Isa 41:8; 2 Chron 20:7; James 
2:23). He was a covenant “servant” with whom God’s “holy promise” was linked (Psalm 105:42). 
Even non-Hebrews praised his virtue and his divine blessing (Gen 14:20; 21:22; 23:5). 
 

God declared about Abraham, “I have chosen him, that he may command his children and his 
household after him to keep the way of the Lord by doing righteousness and justice” (Gen 
18:19). God entrusted Abraham to pass on God’s promise to his progeny, along with modeling 
virtue as a founding Patriarch. Indeed, Abraham’s ethics and piety were renowned. He “built 
altars” (12:7; 13:18), exercised faith (12:1, 9; 20:17; 22:8, 14), and demonstrated a deep 
reverence for God (17:3; 18:22; 19:27). He obeyed all God’s commands. As a result, when the 
Lord instructed Isaac, he did so according to the promise made to his father: 
 

Sojourn in this land, and I will be with you and will bless you, for to you and to your 
offspring I will give all these lands, and I will establish the oath that I swore to Abraham 
your father. I will multiply your offspring as the stars of heaven and will give to your 
offspring all these lands. And in your offspring all the nations of the earth shall be 
blessed, because Abraham obeyed my voice and kept my charge, my commandments, 
my statutes, and my laws. (Gen 26:2-5) 
 

Obeying God’s voice involved great sacrifice and vision on Abraham’s part. He departed a 
center of urban culture, Ur in Babylonia, where his family “served other gods” (Joshua 24:2). He 
turned away from idolatry and its social-political-economic benefits and expectations. He 
rejected a skewed version of Adam’s cultural mandate (Gen 1:28) inspired by the serpent. He 
left behind a pagan civilization of his day so that God could make himself known by creating a 
“nation for himself” (Deut 4:34). 
 
Even more importantly, Abraham was the principal agent though whom God’s global, 
redemptive plan was initiated. Through his progeny Eve’s “offspring” (Gen 3:15) would multiply 
throughout the earth, eventually generating the messiah, Jesus Christ. This is why Paul wrote 
that those who believe the Gospel “share the faith of Abraham, who is the father of us all” (Rom 
4:16). Likewise, for this reason James said that Abraham’s piety was paradigmatic, for he was 
“justified by works and not by faith alone” (2:24). And this is why the author of Hebrews depicted 
him as a hero and pilgrim, “for he was looking forward to the city that has foundations, whose 
designer and builder is God” (Heb 11:10).  
 
All of this occurred because Abraham listened to God’s voice and obeyed. 
 
Do we, also, listen to and 0bey God’s voice? 
 

 


