
Covid-19: “Why, Oh Lord?” 
@Richard L. Smith, PhD 

 

The Bible permits us to ask, “Why, Oh Lord?” and “How long?” But rarely, does it provide 
answers. 
 
The question “why?” has to do with divine purpose and God’s plans are often opaque. We do 
not possess the breadth and depth of understanding that he does. We are limited by finitude 
and fallenness. So, when we ask why or how long with regard to the virus, we must think within 
biblical parameters and maintain a godly respect for divine philosopher. 
 
We will probably never know, in fact, for what omniscient purpose Covid-19 arose in China, a 
nation obsessed with social control and secrecy. We will never understand why Italy suffers so 
greatly simply because a large percentage of its citizens are elderly.  
 
(Over time, scientists will discover how this happened and how we might prevent it from 

happening again.) 
 
I have encountered, however, erroneous reasons for the virus. Non-Christian thinkers suggest 
that Mother Nature (or simply nature/naturalism) is punishing the earth’s inhabitants for 
environmental abuse and neglect. This is paganism. I hear religious people (Protestant and 
Catholic) declare that China and Italy are suffering because they sanction abortion. Others say 
that, because China is atheistic and because the Roman Empire (Italy) persecuted the early 
church, the virus is happening. This is nonsense. When we hear this kind of foolishness in our 
churches, we should either ignore or denounce it. 
 
Remember what the word of God teaches: God is sovereign and omniscient, and we are 
neither. 
 

For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, declares the LORD. For 
as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways 
and my thoughts than your thoughts. (Isaiah 55:8—9) 

 
Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are 
his judgments and how inscrutable his ways!  “For who has known the mind of the Lord, 

or who has been his counselor?” … For from him and through him and to him are all 
things. To him be glory forever. Amen. (Romans 11:33—36) 
 

As followers of Jesus Christ and disciples of the Bible, we must assume a humble intellectual 
posture. There are questions about God’s purpose that we will never know the answer. Even 

more, we must not be naïve and uncritically embrace whatever social media conspiracy appears 
on our phones and computers. (In fact, any “news” on Facebook or YouTube should be 
evaluated with skepticism.) We should take care not to behave like Job’s unrighteous “friends” 
who told him: “This is your fault. You must have done something wrong to deserve this 

affliction.”  
 
Let’s listen to Paul instead, who urges us to seek maturity in our understanding and “no longer 

be children, tossed to and fro by the waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by 
human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful schemes” (Ephesians 4:14). 
 



What, then, can we say about Covid-19 with theological integrity? We can affirm at least three 
ideas. First, plagues of all sorts (moral, social, medical, military, economic) will happen because 
of the first sin. Genesis 3 describes a reversal of creation and the destruction of shalom on earth 

that was unleashed due to the serpent’s agenda and Adam’s disobedience. Genesis 4—11 
chronicles the plague of sin besieging mankind, ending with the flood. Indeed, Genesis 6 
records this frightening confession by God: “The LORD saw that the wickedness of man was 
great in the earth, and that every intention of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually 

... I am sorry that I have made them” (Genesis 6:5 and 7).  
 
Since the fall into sin, we live in a sinful context where terrible things happen. It is that simple—

and horrible. We usually cannot discover a reason more profound or explicit for suffering, 
though this is no doubt frustrating. For this reason, Paul tells us that creation was subject to 
“futility” (Romans 8:20) and this is the “present evil age” (Galations 1:4). Likewise, the Psalmist 

wrote: “You who have made me see many 
troubles and calamities.”(Psalms 71:20). And 
Jesus told us as well: “There will be 
great earthquakes, and in various places famines 
and pestilences” (Luke 21:11). 
 
Second, as Christians we should serve mankind 

for their good and God’s glory during periods of 
crisis. Like Joseph, who faced an enormous 
disaster when Egypt was facing starvation, we 
should work with everyone regardless of 
worldview to prevent disasters (Genesis 41—50). Like Daniel, who counseled the emperor 

about a disturbing vision of the future, we should prepare ourselves intellectually for positions of 
worldly power and influence during crisis (Daniel 1—5). And like Nehemiah, who helped to 
rebuild Jerusalem after the exile, we should assist others to rebuild society after catastrophe 

(Nehemiah). 
 
Third, during this time of isolation and privation, we must do good as we are able. Listen to 
Peter: “Let those who suffer according to God's will entrust their souls to a faithful Creator while 

doing good” (2 Peter 4:19). We should bless those with whom we share isolation: spouses and 
children. During this period, we can stop bad family habits and begin new positive ones. We 
should also bless others insofar as we are able, given social distancing. Maybe we can buy 
groceries for an old person or maybe walk their dog. We can contribute to the common good 
with our public service and through donations. 
 
So, we have a big calling in this world during this time of suffering. Let’s use it for good: evaluate 

our priorities, learn something new from the Bible, start a new spiritual discipline, serve others, 
and try to become more Christ-like. 
 
 

 
 
 


