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Are you freaking out, these days? The corona virus is still all over the news, on television and 
radio. Many businesses have closed, some never to re-open. Many churches are not meeting, 
choosing instead to minister online. Many of the ones that do, are meeting, not in the sanctuary 
but in cars in the parking lot.  
 

It’s wise to be aware of the dangers and it’s wise and loving to take precautions to keep 

ourselves and others safe. Followers of Jesus must be careful however, not to be consumed to 

the point of excess. Does the Bible have anything to say about this? Yes! Let’s consider one of 

my favorite passages from the Old Testament together. Some Babylonians used this as a 

chance to accuse the Jews to King Nebuchadnezzar (Daniel 3:8-18). They said:  

Your Majesty, we hope you live forever! You commanded everyone to bow down and 

worship the gold statue when the music played. And you said that anyone who did not 

bow down and worship it would be thrown into a flaming furnace.  Sir, you appointed 

three men to high positions in Babylon Province, but they have disobeyed you. Those 

Jews, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, refuse to worship your gods and the statue 

you have set up.  

King Nebuchadnezzar was furious. So he sent for the three young men and said: 

I hear that you refuse to worship my gods and the gold statue I have set up. Now I am 

going to give you one more chance. If you bow down and worship the statue when you 

hear the music, everything will be all right. But if you don’t, you will at once be thrown 

into a flaming furnace. No god can save you from me.  

The three men replied:  
 

Your Majesty, we don’t need to defend ourselves. The God we worship can save us from 
you and your flaming furnace. But even if he doesn’t, we still won’t worship your gods 
and the gold statue you have set up.  

 
King Nebuchadnezzar was a violent, evil king. He had set up a golden statue of himself and 

created a law that, when the music played, all of the people must bow down to worship the 

statue. These three Jews, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, had been abducted and carried 

away during a raid. Bowing down to this statue was abhorrent to them and they had refused to 

do it. In this passage, the king gave them one more chance to conform to the law. It was a 

practical alternative to death in a furnace, right? Not to them. Although the king said that no god 

could save them from this death, they still resisted. Here's their answer: “Your Majesty, we don’t 

need to defend ourselves. The God we worship can save us from you and your flaming furnace. 

But even if he doesn’t, we still won’t worship your gods and the gold statue you have set up.” 

This version says, “We don’t need to defend ourselves,” but the Message says it this way: “Your 

threat means nothing to us.” 

I like it! They knew that God was able to deliver them but willingly accepted the fact that He 

might—for His own reasons—choose not to do it. Either way, they were not willing to dishonor 

Him.  



In the current climate, God might choose to deliver us—or He might not. Either way, we will not 

allow the virus to become an idol. We are going to continue to serve the Lord. We are going to 

serve others. We are going to read and seek to understand His Word. We will worship; in 

homes, online, by phone, and we will sing the praises of Jesus and we will tell others about Him.  

We who are followers of Jesus must be wise about how we deal with the dangers of the 

coronavirus, but we must never bow down to it. There's only one King of the Universe—and His 

Name is Jesus! 

 


