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Job’s meditation on wisdom in chapter 28 contrasts two searches for great treasures: precious 
metals versus the quest for wisdom. (Please read Job 28 now.)  
 
In the ancient world, silver, gold, iron, and gems were obtained by strenuous effort and 
ingenuity. Such precious objects were acquired through trade, conquest, and exploration, and 
extracted at great risk through the labor of slaves and prisoners. These very costly, natural 
resources undergirded the economic and religious power of the royal class and state.  
 
But the poem compares the craving for worldly wealth and power with the search for God’s 
wisdom. Clearly, both require great exertion. But one is subject to human power and 
understanding, the other is not. One is determined by sin and corruption, the other is not. One is 
focused on earthly gain, while the other aims for heavenly insight. The two quests, therefore, 
presume differing locations (“place,” v. 12), means of acquisition (“path” or “way,” v. 23), and 
kinds of knowledge: 
 
     gems   humans search and discover 
     place and path  
     wisdom   humans search but do not know 
 
According to Job’s meditation, mankind does not accurately appraise wisdom’s worth (v. 13a; 
See also vv. 15—19), nor do they discern its location (v. 13b). For this reason, Job asked four 
times: “But where shall wisdom be found? (vv. 12, 20) Even though the location of wisdom is 
“hidden” and “concealed” from “the eyes of all living” creatures (v. 21), God knows both its place 
and he “understands the way to it” (v. 23). The distinction between divine and human knowledge 
is displayed in this way: 
 
     gems   humans know 
     place and path  
     wisdom   God knows 
 

But as the poem shows, wisdom is not, first and foremost, associated with a place but a time: 
the act of creation. Job wrote about God’s deeds in creation: 

 
(25) When he gave to the wind its weight and apportioned the waters by measure, 
(26)  when he made a decree for the rain and a way for the lightning of the thunder, 
(27) then he saw it and declared it; he established it, and searched it out.  

 
These verses reveal God as the divine architect depicted in Genesis 1—2. The creator 
designed, arranged, and constructed his terrestrial palace. He set limits for nature and made his 
world intelligible.  
 
Yet, wisdom is not static or passive, akin to creation, but an active and ever present person. The 
divine ruler, builder, benefactor, and philosopher is the embodiment of wisdom. For this reason, 
Job needed God, the source of wisdom, and he also needed God to show him the path. Quoting 
Proverbs 3:7, Job declared in verse 28: “And he said to man, ‘Behold, the fear of the Lord, that 
is wisdom, and to turn away from evil is understanding.’” He realized that a dependent, 
expectant, and submissive posture intellectually (“fear of the Lord”) coupled with social 
righteousness (“turn away from evil”) led to wisdom. And wisdom is with God. 



Now, jump ahead to the end of the book of Job. When he repented for his folly, Job exclaimed: 
“I had heard of you by the hearing of the ear, but now my eye sees you” (42:5). Job experienced 
his heart’s deepest desire to encounter God (and, no doubt, the great benefit of living to tell). 
“And after my skin has been thus destroyed, yet in my flesh I shall see God, whom I shall see for 
myself, and my eyes shall behold, and not another. My heart faints within me!” (19:25—27).  
 
The language of seeing and hearing also links 42:5 with chapter 28 and the quest for wisdom. 
The poem contrasts the search for precious metals with the search for wisdom. The terminology 
of seeking and seeing, finding and hearing pervade the passage. The minor sought a “place for 
gold” (v. 2b) and “searches out to the farthest limit” (v. 3a). The “path” to riches “no bird of prey 
knows,” for the “eye has not seen it,” despite their lofty perspective (v. 7). Seekers “overturn 
mountains” (v. 9b) and “cut out channels” (v. 10a) in order to “see every precious thing” (v. 10b). 
They look for the treasure “that is hidden” to “bring out to the light” (v. 11b).  
 
Like gems, wisdom cannot be easily detected: “the deep says, ‘It is not in me.’ And the sea 
says, “It is not with me.’” (v. 14). Wisdom, he said, was “hidden from the eyes of all living” (v. 
21a) and even Death admitted meekly: “We have heard a rumor of it with our ears.” (v. 22). Job 
inquired, therefore: “Where shall wisdom be found?” (v. 12a). He answered that God alone 
“understands the way to it, and he knows its place.” (v. 23).  
 
Fortunately, Job “heard” about wisdom and also discovered where to find it. However, only with 
God as his guide and source, did he gain necessary insight. Job discovered that seeking 
wisdom is in reality to seek God.  
 
The quest, however, is both arduous and rewarding. Strenuous effort and ingenuity are required 
to find wisdom, but finding God is the deepest desire of every heart that knows the difference 
between earthly treasure and heavenly gain. 
 
 


