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(This is the first in a series of six.) 
 

When people express a deep longing beginning with the expressions, “Oh!” or “Would it be,” we 
listen carefully. They are saying something very meaningful. Even more so, when God talks like 
this, we ought to listen very carefully. 
 
In fact, God does express a deep yearning about the way we should think several times. 
Deuteronomy 32:29 says, “Oh, that they were wise, that they understood this, that they would 
consider their latter end!” Similarly, Psalm 13:13 expresses God’s longing: “Oh, that my people 
would listen to me, that Israel would walk in my ways!” Likewise, Isaiah 48:18 declares, “Oh that 
you had paid attention to my commandments! Then your peace would have been like a river, 
and your righteousness like the waves of the sea.” 

 
Early in Deuteronomy God told Moses, “Oh that they had such a heart as this always, to fear me 
and to keep all my commandments, that it might go well with them and with their descendants  
forever!” (5:29). Let us read verse 29 in its immediate context: 
 

(22) These words the Lord spoke to all your assembly at the mountain out of the midst of 
the fire, the cloud, and the thick darkness, with a loud voice; and he added no more. 
And he wrote them on two tablets of stone and gave them to me.  
(23) And as soon as you heard the voice out of the midst of the darkness, while the 
mountain was burning with fire, you came near to me, all the heads of your tribes, and 
your elders. 

(24) And you said, “Behold, the Lord our God has 
shown us his glory and greatness, and we have 
heard his voice out of the midst of the fire. This day 
we have seen God speak with man, and man still 
live.  
(25) Now therefore why should we die? For this 
great fire will consume us. If we hear the voice of 
the Lord our God any more, we shall die. 
(26) For who is there of all flesh, that has heard the 
voice of the living God speaking out of the midst of 
fire as we have, and has still lived? 
(27) Go near and hear all that the Lord our God will 

say, and speak to us all that the Lord our God will 
speak to you, and we will hear and do it.” 
(28) And the Lord heard your words, when you spoke to me. And the Lord said to me, “I 
have heard the words of this people, which they have spoken to you. They are right in all 
that they have spoken.  
(29) Oh that they had such a heart as this always, to fear me and to keep all my 
commandments, that it might go well with them and with their descendants forever!  

 

In this passage Moses recounted God’s dramatic encounter with Israel at mount Horeb, when 
he wrote the Ten Commandments and initiated his covenant (Exod 20:18—21). The people 

were utterly terrified and feared for their lives by God’s appearance. Moses explained, though, 
that God’s motive was not destructive, but pedagogical and pastoral. He told them, “Do not fear, 
for God has come to test you, that the fear of him may be before you, that you may not sin” 



(Exod 20:20). Moses differentiated between two aspects of fear. On one hand, the people knew 
from observation as they escaped from Egypt that Yahweh was immensely powerful and 
dangerous. They also witnessed the destruction of Moses’ enemies for their rebellion and 
apostasy as they began their pilgrimage to the Promised Land. On the other hand, they 
experienced firsthand the Lord’s miraculous redemption from Egyptian slavery on their behalf 
and in accord with the promise made to their Fathers. They rightly concluded—momentarily—
that Yahweh desired their best interests and wanted them avoid further destruction due to sin.  

 
Now, as the second generation was about to renew the covenant before they entered the land 
of Canaan, Moses disclosed God’s approbation of their forefather’s positive mindset at that 
moment (presumably unknown beforehand), “They are right in all that they have spoken” (v. 
28b). He also revealed God’s great desire associated with their godly outlook, “Oh that they had 
such a heart as this always” (v. 29a).  
 
The word “heart” is often a stand-in for “mind” (or mindset) in the Old Testament. This 
intellectual nuance occurs in verse 29. The commentator, Peter C. Craigie, renders “heart” as 
“mind” with the same emphatic meaning of “Oh!”: “Would that they were continually of this 
mind,” as does the New Revised Standard Version, “If only they had a mind such as this 
always”. Within the broader context of Deuteronomy terms of cognition appear in connection 

with “heart”: “depart from your heart” and “forget” (4:9; 8:14), “know then” and “know in your 
heart” (8:5), “these words” and “on your heart” (6:6; 11:18), “say in your heart” indicating spoken 
and unspoken thoughts (7:17; 9:4; 15:9; 18:21; 29:18), and a “heart to understand” (29:4).  
 
Thus, a “heart such as this” may be defined as a mindset (“mind”) that presumed godly fear and 
obedience. Stated negatively, it meant reverence and avoiding misconduct (“that you may not 
sin” in Exod 20:20).  
 
So, think about how you and I use our minds in our day. Do we also think in ways that fear God 
and keep his commandments? Do we reverence the Lord with our brains? Does the information 
we receive and the sources from which we learn honor God? Can we discern truth from error? 
Do we avoid intellectual sin because of godly reverence? Or, do we waste and defile our minds 

by thinking unworthy thoughts? 
 
Do we possess “a mind such as this” that God longs for in his people?  
 


