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This is the third in a series about the mindset that God desires for his people 
 

A vigilant mind shares God’s passion for his instructions and objectives. Such an outlook listens 
acutely and implements resolutely. Epistemic vigilance implies a mindset that is zealous, 
attentive, and thorough with respect to oneself, family, community, and those outside the 
covenant. A vigilant mind presumes situational awareness. It discerns dangers in one’s thinking, 
desire, and behavior, as well as external threats within the community and other nations.  
 
A vigilant thinker fulfills God’s commandments with utmost thoroughness. He cares for his soul 
“diligently,” so that he does not “forget” all that God did for Israel (4:9). He “strictly obeys” what 
the Lord has communicated (15:5) and “diligently keeps” his law (6:17). He teaches his children 
“diligently” (6:7). He serves the Lord and advances his cause with total devotion, with “all of the 
heart and soul” (4:29; 6:5); 10:12; 11:13; 13:3; 26:16; 30:6, 10). Vigilance also applies to 
specifically intellectual tasks such as investigations—“inquire and make search and ask 
diligently”—concerning covenant violation and apostasy (13:14; 17:4; 19:18). Similarly, vigilant 
minds proactively “remember” that they “were slaves in the land of Egypt” (5:15), “what the Lord 
did to Pharaoh” (7:18), “the whole way God has led you” (8:2), that God gives “power to get 
wealth” (8:18), and how they “provoked the Lord your God to wrath” (9:7). 
 
Further, the word “all” (as well as the variations “with all,” “in all,” “to all,” and “that all”) occurs 
frequently indicating the full scope to which vigilance must extend. Temporally speaking, 
listening to the Lord’s voice and observing his law endures “all the days of your life” (4:9; 12:1; 
16:3; 17:19). Actions include “all the things that you should do” (1:18), teaching children and 
grandchildren (4:9—10), “walking in all the way the Lord your God commanded” (5:33), paying 
tithes and offerings (12:11), attending festivals (12:18; 16:3, 16; 17:10), and “all that you 
undertake” (12:18). Conceptually this included “all my commandments” (5:29), “statutes and 
rules” (11:32), “the words of this law that are written in this book” (28:58), and “what is right and 

good on the sight of the Lord” (6:18; 12:25). Significantly, vigilance applies to the depth and 
breadth of God’s commands: the “whole commandment” (5:31; 8:1; 11:8; 31:5) and “whole way” 
(8:2).  
 
Similarly, the injunctions “take care,” be “careful” and “carefully” (shamar) appear often 
indicating a mindset that is focused and attentive. One “takes care” to “learn” God’s statutes 
(5:1), so that one does not “forget” (4:23) and become “ensnared” by idolatry (12:30). Likewise, 
shamar coupled with idioms of the “heart” urge careful self-observation lest God’s words “depart 
from your heart” (4:9), “your heart be deceived” (11:16), harbor an “unworthy thought in your 
heart” (15:9) or fail to “take to heart” the Lord’s commands (32:46). Especially critical was the 
obligation to “be careful” about revelation and never “add to” (syncretism) or “take from” 
(diminish) God’s word (12:32).  
 
Finally, consider Moses’ counsel to the people in Deuteronomy 4:9: 
 

Only take care, and keep your soul diligently, lest you forget the things that your eyes 
have seen, and lest they depart from your heart all the days of your life. Make them 
known to your children and your children's children. 

    



The object of diligent care is the “soul”—ourselves! The term “soul” refers to the Hebrew sense 
of embodied appetite or yearning. Broadly speaking, the “soul” includes the imagination, 
curiosity, motivation, and inclination. The term “diligently” means “very” or “exceedingly” and 
refers to our assets (money, talents, social capital). “Forget” is presented in apposition with the 
idiom “depart from your heart [mind].”  
 
The long term remedy for skewed imagination and forgetfulness is the inculcation of the biblical 
worldview to each generation. 
 
Now, think about this. Contrast this description of modern evangelicalism with the vigilant 
mindset depicted above. Os Guinness wrote this in his book The Last Christian On Earth (page 

137): 
 

If consumer religion transforms congregations into clientele, their idolizing of celebrities 
produces a series of fateful switches in focus: from private identity to public image 
(devaluing inner life and character), from saints to stars (devaluing models of spiritual 
growth), from followers to fans (devaluing patterns of discipleship), from being gifted to 
being glamorous  (devaluing leadership and spiritual authority), and from wisdom, 
understanding and experience to endorsements, personal glimpses and slogans 
(devaluing faith). 

 
Which mindset do we model: the vigilant outlook or the consumerist orientation? 


